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Week #1 
I	
  was	
  five	
  years	
  old	
  when	
  a	
  wave	
  pulled	
  me	
  under	
  and	
  out	
  into	
  the	
  ocean’s	
  undertow.	
  The	
  
stormy	
  waters	
  of	
  the	
  Atlantic	
  coastline	
  grabbed	
  at	
  my	
  legs	
  and	
  filled	
  my	
  mouth	
  as	
  I	
  struggled	
  
for	
  my	
  life.	
  Loved	
  ones	
  tried	
  to	
  rescue	
  me,	
  to	
  no	
  avail,	
  until	
  a	
  lone	
  fisherman	
  made	
  his	
  way	
  
along	
  the	
  battered	
  sea	
  wall.	
  Taking	
  his	
  time	
  and	
  choosing	
  his	
  position	
  carefully,	
  the	
  nameless	
  
man	
  steadied	
  himself	
  as	
  if	
  preparing	
  for	
  battle.	
  People	
  on	
  the	
  beach	
  shouted	
  in	
  panic	
  and	
  
desperation,	
  pinning	
  their	
  hopes	
  on	
  the	
  only	
  one	
  ready	
  to	
  challenge	
  the	
  deep.	
  	
  

Once	
  in	
  position,	
  he	
  did	
  what	
  no	
  else	
  could.	
  He	
  reached.	
  He	
  reached	
  and	
  grabbed	
  hold	
  of	
  
those	
  who	
  needed	
  rescue.	
  My	
  dad	
  lifted	
  me	
  to	
  the	
  waiting	
  arms	
  of	
  the	
  ready	
  fisherman,	
  set	
  
firm	
  against	
  the	
  waves,	
  reaching	
  me	
  and	
  saving	
  my	
  life.	
  	
  

	
  

	
  

You’ve	
  felt	
  concern	
  for	
  desperate,	
  lost	
  people	
  stir	
  in	
  your	
  heart	
  with	
  a	
  longing	
  to	
  reach	
  out	
  to	
  them.	
  When	
  you	
  
see	
  pictures	
  of	
  people	
  around	
  the	
  world	
  or	
  hear	
  songs	
  about	
  being	
  the	
  light	
  of	
  the	
  world,	
  you	
  know	
  you	
  want	
  
to	
  make	
  a	
  difference	
  and	
  reach	
  the	
  faces	
  and	
  the	
  hearts	
  behind	
  them.	
  	
  

Willingness	
  to	
  reach	
  people	
  is	
  a	
  place	
  to	
  start,	
  but	
  it	
  isn’t	
  enough.	
  If	
  we’re	
  going	
  to	
  make	
  the	
  most	
  of	
  
opportunities	
  to	
  reach	
  people	
  for	
  Christ,	
  we	
  have	
  to	
  get	
  ready	
  for	
  the	
  moment	
  they’ll	
  cross	
  out	
  path.	
  Whether	
  
you	
  reach	
  out	
  to	
  someone	
  next	
  door	
  to	
  you,	
  at	
  the	
  desk	
  beside	
  you,	
  at	
  the	
  playground,	
  or	
  on	
  another	
  
continent,	
  God	
  wants	
  us	
  to	
  get	
  serious	
  about	
  intentionally	
  preparing	
  to	
  be	
  His	
  ambassadors	
  in	
  the	
  world.	
  	
  

To	
  be	
  ready	
  to	
  reach,	
  let’s	
  start	
  by	
  understanding	
  what	
  all	
  people	
  share.	
  	
  

Week	
  #1	
  	
  -­‐	
  	
  What	
  do	
  all	
  people	
  share?	
  	
  

We	
  are	
  all	
  in	
  need	
  of	
  rescue	
  because	
  of	
  what	
  happened	
  in	
  Genesis	
  1-­‐3.	
  Take	
  a	
  look	
  at	
  all	
  we	
  have	
  in	
  common	
  
in	
  neighborhoods	
  and	
  villages	
  and	
  cities	
  around	
  the	
  world.	
  



Ø Genesis	
  1:27	
  	
  	
   God	
  made	
  people	
  to	
  reflect	
  _______________________.	
  
	
  

Ø Genesis	
  3:1-­‐7	
   Eve	
  bought	
  into	
  the	
  lie	
  that	
  she	
  was	
  missing	
  out	
  on	
  something	
  good,	
  even	
  questioning	
  
that	
  God	
  has	
  been	
  truthful	
  with	
  her.	
  	
  Satan	
  promised	
  her	
  that	
  she	
  would	
  not	
  ______________,	
  that	
  her	
  
eyes	
  would	
  be	
  ________________,	
  and	
  she	
  would	
  be	
  like	
  ____________.	
  
	
  

Ø All	
  people	
  have	
  a	
  tendency	
  to	
  be	
  dissatisfied	
  and	
  deceived.	
  	
  
	
  

o Depending	
  on	
  their	
  culture,	
  people	
  may	
  be	
  dissatisfied	
  with	
  the	
  rice	
  crop,	
  the	
  stock	
  market,	
  the	
  
car	
  they	
  drive,	
  the	
  college	
  they	
  go	
  to,	
  the	
  spouse	
  they	
  have,	
  or	
  their	
  witch	
  doctor.	
  Deception	
  
sucks	
  us	
  out	
  into	
  waves	
  of	
  emptiness	
  and	
  evil,	
  and	
  we	
  ignore	
  God’s	
  commands.	
  	
  
	
  

Ø All	
  people	
  need	
  rescue	
  from	
  their	
  sin.	
  
	
  

Ø Genesis	
  3:22-­‐24a	
  	
  “Then	
  the	
  LORD	
  God	
  said,	
  ‘Behold,	
  the	
  man	
  has	
  become	
  like	
  one	
  of	
  us	
  in	
  knowing	
  
good	
  and	
  evil.	
  Now,	
  lest	
  he	
  reach	
  out	
  his	
  hand	
  and	
  take	
  also	
  of	
  the	
  tree	
  of	
  life	
  and	
  eat,	
  and	
  live	
  
forever—‘	
  therefore	
  the	
  LORD	
  God	
  sent	
  him	
  out	
  from	
  the	
  garden	
  of	
  Eden	
  to	
  work	
  the	
  ground	
  from	
  which	
  
he	
  was	
  taken.	
  He	
  drove	
  out	
  the	
  man….”	
  	
  	
  
	
  

o The	
  cost	
  of	
  sin	
  was	
  separation	
  from	
  _____________.	
  	
  
o Every	
  person	
  has	
  shared	
  in	
  ___________	
  and	
  is	
  separated	
  from	
  God.	
  (Rom.	
  3:23)	
  
o Because	
  of	
  sin,	
  peace	
  is	
  out	
  of	
  reach	
  for	
  mankind,	
  but	
  we	
  long	
  for	
  it.	
  	
  

	
  
Ø All	
  people	
  long	
  for	
  the	
  peace	
  lost	
  in	
  the	
  garden.	
  

	
  
Ø Read	
  Matthew	
  6:25-­‐34	
  	
  	
  

o How	
  many	
  times	
  did	
  you	
  read	
  the	
  word	
  “worry?”	
  _______________	
  
o This	
  word	
  means	
  to	
  be	
  anxious	
  and	
  troubled	
  with	
  cares.	
  	
  	
  

§ What	
  do	
  you	
  hear	
  people	
  around	
  you	
  worry	
  about?	
  	
  
§ What	
  do	
  you	
  think	
  the	
  people	
  you	
  want	
  to	
  reach	
  worry	
  about?	
  	
  
§ What	
  do	
  you	
  worry	
  about?	
  	
  

	
  
o Ever	
  since	
  people	
  were	
  sent	
  out	
  of	
  the	
  garden,	
  away	
  from	
  God,	
  they	
  have	
  been	
  anxious	
  and	
  

fearful	
  about	
  having	
  their	
  needs	
  met.	
  They’ve	
  been	
  so	
  worried	
  that	
  they’ve	
  had	
  little	
  peace.	
  	
  
	
  

Ø Sin	
  waves	
  had	
  a	
  hold	
  on	
  our	
  legs,	
  and	
  evil	
  filled	
  our	
  mouths	
  and	
  hearts	
  and	
  mind,	
  threatening	
  to	
  
completely	
  destroy	
  us.	
  We	
  all	
  deserve	
  to	
  die,	
  whether	
  we	
  live	
  in	
  modern	
  countries	
  or	
  third	
  world	
  
nations.	
  (Romans	
  6:23)	
  	
  	
  
	
  

Ø It	
  doesn’t	
  matter	
  if	
  you	
  drive	
  a	
  water	
  buffalo	
  or	
  a	
  Mercedes,	
  all	
  people	
  fear	
  being	
  totally	
  alone	
  and	
  
without	
  help.	
  	
  



Someone	
  had	
  to	
  reach	
  for	
  us	
  first!	
  

Ø God	
  knows	
  people	
  are	
  fearful	
  and	
  troubled.	
  What	
  did	
  He	
  come	
  to	
  give?	
  	
  
o Read	
  John	
  14:27	
  	
  	
  

“Peace	
  I	
  leave	
  with	
  you;	
  my	
  peace	
  I	
  give	
  to	
  you.	
  Not	
  as	
  the	
  world	
  gives	
  do	
  I	
  give	
  to	
  you.	
  Let	
  not	
  
your	
  hearts	
  be	
  troubled,	
  neither	
  let	
  them	
  be	
  afraid.”	
  
	
  

o What	
  did	
  Jesus	
  come	
  to	
  bring	
  to	
  people?	
  	
  

o To	
  what	
  did	
  He	
  contrast	
  His	
  gift?	
  	
  

o How	
  did	
  He	
  want	
  His	
  gift	
  to	
  change	
  the	
  fear	
  and	
  anxiety	
  people	
  feel?	
  

	
  

Ø All	
  people	
  need	
  to	
  be	
  restored	
  in	
  their	
  relationship	
  with	
  God.	
  	
  
	
  

Ø We’ll	
  talk	
  later	
  about	
  how	
  God	
  grabbed	
  hold	
  of	
  us	
  in	
  our	
  trouble	
  and	
  exchanged	
  our	
  despair	
  for	
  rescue,	
  
but	
  for	
  today,	
  read	
  what	
  Romans	
  5:1b	
  says	
  we	
  have:	
  	
  	
  

o “…	
  we	
  have	
  peace	
  with	
  God	
  through	
  our	
  Lord	
  Jesus	
  Christ.”	
  
o People	
  can	
  have	
  _______________	
  	
  	
  through	
  __________________	
  

	
  
Ø What	
  promise	
  do	
  we	
  receive	
  in	
  answer	
  to	
  our	
  worry?	
  

o Read	
  Philippians	
  4:19	
  
“And	
  my	
  God	
  will	
  supply	
  every	
  need	
  of	
  yours	
  according	
  to	
  his	
  riches	
  in	
  glory	
  in	
  Christ	
  
Jesus.”	
  

o Once	
  our	
  relationship	
  with	
  God	
  is	
  restored,	
  we	
  don’t	
  need	
  to	
  fear	
  and	
  worry	
  about	
  having	
  our	
  
needs	
  met.	
  	
  
	
  

Ø All	
  people	
  have	
  hope.	
  	
  
	
  

Ø What	
  kind	
  of	
  an	
  attitude	
  can	
  people	
  have	
  when	
  they	
  have	
  a	
  right	
  relationship	
  with	
  God?	
  	
  
o Read	
  the	
  confident	
  words	
  of	
  a	
  man	
  who	
  was	
  a	
  first	
  century	
  “Reacher”	
  to	
  many	
  lost	
  people:	
  	
  	
  	
  

“May	
  the	
  God	
  of	
  hope	
  fill	
  you	
  with	
  all	
  joy	
  and	
  peace	
  in	
  believing,	
  so	
  that	
  by	
  the	
  power	
  of	
  
the	
  Holy	
  Spirit	
  you	
  may	
  abound	
  in	
  hope.”We	
  (Romans	
  15:13)	
  
	
  

o People	
  can	
  be	
  filled	
  with	
  _____________	
  and	
  ________________	
  by	
  the	
  God	
  
_______________________.	
  

o There	
  is	
  no	
  one	
  in	
  any	
  neighborhood,	
  country,	
  or	
  continent	
  who	
  is	
  outside	
  of	
  the	
  reach	
  of	
  the	
  
hope	
  God	
  offers!	
  	
  
	
  

All	
  people	
  bear	
  God’s	
  image,	
  believe	
  lies,	
  and	
  live	
  in	
  fear	
  apart	
  from	
  Him.	
  

	
  



What	
  do	
  all	
  people	
  share?	
  	
  

v All	
  people	
  have	
  a	
  tendency	
  to	
  be	
  dissatisfied	
  and	
  deceived.	
  	
  
v All	
  people	
  need	
  rescue	
  from	
  their	
  sin.	
  	
  
v All	
  people	
  long	
  for	
  the	
  peace	
  lost	
  in	
  the	
  garden.	
  
v All	
  people	
  need	
  to	
  be	
  restored	
  in	
  their	
  relationship	
  with	
  God.	
  	
  
v All	
  people	
  have	
  hope.	
  	
  

	
  

If	
  you	
  know	
  how	
  it	
  feels	
  to	
  have	
  someone	
  take	
  hold	
  of	
  you,	
  it	
  makes	
  sense	
  that	
  you	
  would	
  want	
  to	
  help	
  
others,	
  still	
  in	
  the	
  waves,	
  be	
  caught	
  up	
  by	
  the	
  reach	
  of	
  a	
  Savior.	
  You	
  don’t	
  know	
  when	
  they	
  will	
  wash	
  past	
  you	
  
and	
  look	
  to	
  you	
  for	
  help.	
  They	
  will	
  be	
  hoping	
  that	
  you’re	
  ready,	
  hoping	
  that	
  you’re	
  firmly	
  set,	
  hoping	
  that	
  you	
  
will	
  reach	
  them	
  with	
  the	
  peace	
  Jesus	
  came	
  to	
  give.	
  	
  

People	
  all	
  share	
  the	
  image	
  of	
  God	
  and	
  are	
  of	
  great	
  value	
  to	
  Him.	
  They	
  all	
  share	
  a	
  sin	
  nature	
  that	
  leaves	
  us	
  in	
  
need	
  and	
  in	
  fear.	
  	
  All	
  people	
  long	
  for	
  peace	
  and	
  a	
  restored	
  relationship	
  with	
  their	
  Maker.	
  Everyone	
  has	
  hope	
  
to	
  be	
  rescued	
  by	
  the	
  God	
  who	
  loves	
  them.	
  	
  And	
  that’s	
  the	
  message	
  we’ll	
  start	
  unfolding	
  next	
  week	
  when	
  we	
  
answer	
  the	
  question,	
  “How	
  do	
  people	
  know	
  about	
  God?”	
  	
  

Questions	
  to	
  ready	
  yourself:	
  

(You	
  might	
  want	
  to	
  reflect	
  on	
  these	
  in	
  a	
  journal,	
  discuss	
  them	
  with	
  a	
  team	
  you’re	
  a	
  part	
  of,	
  or	
  share	
  them	
  with	
  a	
  
friend.)	
  

§ Who	
  do	
  you	
  think	
  you	
  would	
  be	
  without	
  Jesus?	
  

§ What	
  need	
  helped	
  you	
  want	
  to	
  reach	
  for	
  Him?	
  

§ Do	
  you	
  have	
  fears	
  that	
  make	
  you	
  hold	
  on	
  to	
  Him?	
  	
  

§ How	
  does	
  your	
  relationship	
  with	
  God	
  help	
  you	
  experience	
  peace	
  instead	
  of	
  anxiety?	
  

§ What	
  do	
  you	
  have	
  in	
  common	
  with	
  lost	
  people	
  around	
  you?	
  	
  

A	
  Prayer	
  to	
  set	
  your	
  heart:	
  

Dear	
  Heavenly	
  Father,	
  	
  

Thank	
  you	
  for	
  rescuing	
  me	
  when	
  I	
  was	
  without	
  hope.	
  I	
  don’t	
  want	
  to	
  trade	
  the	
  peace	
  You	
  give	
  me	
  for	
  fear	
  and	
  

anxiety.	
  Remind	
  me	
  throughout	
  the	
  day	
  of	
  how	
  You	
  meet	
  my	
  needs.	
  Help	
  me	
  notice	
  how	
  people	
  around	
  me	
  

are	
  feeling,	
  and	
  help	
  me	
  prepare	
  myself	
  to	
  reach	
  out	
  for	
  You.	
  

Other	
  verses	
  to	
  learn	
  more	
  about	
  what	
  all	
  people	
  share:	
  
Romans	
  5:1-­‐8	
  

Romans	
  3:10-­‐12	
  
John	
  15:4-­‐6	
  

2	
  Timothy	
  2:15	
  



Week #2 
It	
  happens	
  in	
  a	
  public	
  place,	
  without	
  warning	
  to	
  those	
  who	
  didn’t	
  get	
  the	
  message	
  in	
  time.	
  A	
  large	
  crowd	
  of	
  
people	
  have	
  heard	
  the	
  word,	
  though,	
  and	
  they’re	
  ready	
  to	
  mobilize	
  together	
  for	
  one	
  purpose.	
  	
  A	
  flash	
  mob.	
  	
  	
  

After	
  hearing	
  the	
  buzz	
  via	
  Facebook	
  last	
  summer,	
  chatter	
  flew	
  around	
  through	
  social	
  media,	
  spreading	
  news	
  
there	
  would	
  be	
  a	
  flash	
  mob	
  at	
  the	
  Square	
  in	
  our	
  city.	
  	
  The	
  instigators	
  used	
  every	
  information	
  source	
  they	
  could	
  
to	
  get	
  the	
  word	
  out	
  to	
  all	
  who	
  would	
  hear.	
  I	
  took	
  my	
  camera	
  and	
  the	
  kids	
  and	
  headed	
  to	
  the	
  mob	
  site	
  at	
  the	
  
appointed	
  time.	
  We	
  recognized	
  friends	
  as	
  we	
  took	
  up	
  our	
  position	
  and	
  tried	
  to	
  act	
  natural.	
  	
  

Just	
  like	
  the	
  chatter	
  said,	
  at	
  exactly	
  the	
  right	
  time,	
  the	
  crowded	
  Square	
  came	
  to	
  a	
  standstill,	
  filled	
  with	
  people	
  
frozen	
  in	
  action.	
  When	
  the	
  time	
  ran	
  out,	
  people	
  clapped,	
  laughed,	
  and	
  cheered	
  in	
  delight	
  at	
  our	
  collective	
  
success.	
  How	
  did	
  they	
  find	
  out	
  about	
  the	
  mob?	
  	
  

God	
  has	
  gone	
  to	
  great	
  lengths	
  to	
  get	
  His	
  word	
  out	
  to	
  all	
  who	
  will	
  listen.	
  	
  He	
  wants	
  people	
  to	
  hear	
  about	
  
answers	
  to	
  the	
  needs	
  they	
  have	
  in	
  common.	
  Take	
  a	
  look	
  at	
  the	
  ways	
  He	
  has	
  declared	
  His	
  message.	
  

	
  	
  

Week	
  #2	
  	
  -­‐	
  	
  How	
  do	
  people	
  know	
  about	
  God?	
  	
  

His	
  creation	
  makes	
  God’s	
  nature	
  known	
  =	
  CREATION	
  

Ø Look	
  at	
  what	
  Psalm	
  19:1-­‐3	
  says	
  about	
  how	
  creation	
  tells	
  about	
  God.	
  	
  

The	
  heavens	
  declare	
  the	
  glory	
  of	
  God,	
  and	
  the	
  sky	
  above	
  proclaims	
  his	
  handiwork.	
  
	
  Day	
  to	
  day	
  pours	
  out	
  speech	
  and	
  night	
  to	
  night	
  reveals	
  knowledge.	
  	
  

There	
  is	
  no	
  speech,	
  nor	
  are	
  there	
  words,	
  whose	
  voice	
  is	
  not	
  heard.	
  
Their	
  voice	
  goes	
  out	
  through	
  all	
  the	
  earth,	
  and	
  their	
  words	
  to	
  the	
  end	
  of	
  the	
  world.	
  

Ø What	
  verbs	
  does	
  the	
  Bible	
  use	
  to	
  describe	
  how	
  creation	
  makes	
  God	
  known?	
  

_____________,	
  ____________,	
  ______________,	
  ______________,	
  ________________	
  

Ø What	
  about	
  people	
  who	
  have	
  never	
  met	
  a	
  missionary,	
  gone	
  to	
  church,	
  or	
  read	
  a	
  Bible?	
  Is	
  there	
  really	
  a	
  
way	
  for	
  them	
  to	
  know	
  about	
  God?	
  	
  Has	
  He	
  gotten	
  the	
  message	
  out	
  to	
  them?	
  	
  
	
  

Ø Romans	
  1:18-­‐20	
  helps	
  us	
  understand	
  how	
  long	
  people	
  have	
  been	
  able	
  to	
  know	
  and	
  what	
  they	
  could’ve	
  
known.	
  

	
  For	
  what	
  can	
  be	
  known	
  about	
  God	
  is	
  plain	
  to	
  them,	
  because	
  God	
  has	
  shown	
  it	
  to	
  them.	
  	
  For	
  his	
  invisible	
  
attributes,	
  namely,	
  his	
  eternal	
  power	
  and	
  divine	
  nature,	
  have	
  been	
  clearly	
  perceived,	
  ever	
  since	
  the	
  
creation	
  of	
  the	
  world,	
  in	
  the	
  things	
  that	
  have	
  been	
  made.	
  So	
  they	
  are	
  without	
  excuse.	
  

	
  

	
  



Ø What	
  do	
  those	
  verses	
  say	
  about	
  how	
  people	
  know	
  about	
  God?	
  
o Who	
  has	
  shown	
  people	
  about	
  God?	
  
o What	
  have	
  they	
  been	
  able	
  to	
  know	
  about	
  Him?	
  
o Since	
  when	
  have	
  people	
  been	
  able	
  to	
  know?	
  
o What	
  does	
  this	
  mean	
  for	
  people	
  who	
  reject	
  knowing	
  God?	
  

	
  
Ø Creation	
  reveals	
  enough	
  of	
  who	
  God	
  is	
  to	
  call	
  us	
  to	
  Him.	
  	
  

His	
  word	
  makes	
  God’s	
  plan	
  clear	
  =	
  SCRIPTURE	
  

Ø People	
  are	
  not	
  left	
  wondering	
  about	
  how	
  to	
  live.	
  God	
  spoke	
  His	
  own	
  words	
  to	
  human	
  beings	
  who	
  
wrote	
  them	
  down,	
  and	
  He	
  has	
  protected	
  it	
  throughout	
  ages	
  of	
  attack,	
  so	
  we	
  can	
  know	
  its	
  treasures.	
  	
  

For	
  no	
  prophecy	
  was	
  ever	
  produced	
  by	
  the	
  will	
  of	
  man,	
  but	
  men	
  spoke	
  from	
  God	
  as	
  they	
  were	
  carried	
  along	
  by	
  
the	
  Holy	
  Spirit.	
  (1	
  Peter	
  1:21)	
  

…	
  from	
  childhood	
  you	
  have	
  been	
  acquainted	
  with	
  the	
  sacred	
  writings,	
  which	
  are	
  able	
  to	
  make	
  you	
  wise	
  for	
  
salvation	
  through	
  faith	
  in	
  Christ	
  Jesus.	
  All	
  Scripture	
  is	
  breathed	
  out	
  by	
  God	
  and	
  profitable	
  for	
  teaching,	
  for	
  
reproof,	
  for	
  correction,	
  and	
  for	
  training	
  in	
  righteousness,	
  	
  that	
  the	
  man	
  of	
  God	
  may	
  be	
  complete,	
  equipped	
  for	
  
every	
  good	
  work.	
  (2	
  Timothy	
  3:15-­‐17)	
  

Ø Today,	
  the	
  Bible	
  is	
  shared	
  in	
  more	
  ways	
  than	
  ever	
  before.	
  Like	
  a	
  flash	
  mob,	
  the	
  news	
  can	
  be	
  spread	
  
through	
  social	
  media,	
  printed	
  forms	
  of	
  communication,	
  and	
  varied	
  technological	
  formats.	
  In	
  many	
  
ways,	
  it’s	
  never	
  been	
  so	
  easy	
  to	
  help	
  people	
  know	
  about	
  God!	
  
	
  

Ø How	
  are	
  we	
  doing	
  with	
  using	
  the	
  resources	
  we	
  have	
  available	
  to	
  make	
  God	
  known?	
  

Our	
  hearts	
  make	
  us	
  God’s	
  witness	
  =	
  TESTIMONY	
  

Ø Look	
  up	
  Romans	
  2:14-­‐15.	
  	
  	
  
o Where	
  is	
  God’s	
  law	
  (His	
  truth)	
  written?	
  
o What	
  “bears	
  witness”	
  of	
  what’s	
  right	
  and	
  wrong	
  according	
  to	
  God’s	
  law?	
  

	
  
Ø The	
  testimony	
  (or	
  personal	
  story)	
  of	
  people	
  who	
  know	
  what	
  it’s	
  like	
  to	
  have	
  a	
  relationship	
  with	
  God	
  

gives	
  evidence	
  of	
  who	
  God	
  is.	
  	
  
	
  

o People	
  who	
  know	
  God	
  become	
  a	
  witness	
  of	
  who	
  He	
  is.	
  
o What	
  happens	
  in	
  our	
  hearts	
  makes	
  God	
  known.	
  

	
  
Ø Before	
  people	
  even	
  put	
  their	
  faith	
  in	
  Jesus	
  Christ,	
  their	
  conscience	
  responds	
  to	
  God’s	
  truth	
  and	
  reveals	
  

that	
  they	
  are	
  made	
  in	
  the	
  image	
  of	
  the	
  holy	
  God	
  and	
  meant	
  to	
  know	
  and	
  be	
  like	
  Him.	
  	
  

Do	
  you	
  not	
  know	
  that	
  you	
  are	
  God's	
  temple	
  and	
  that	
  God's	
  Spirit	
  dwells	
  in	
  you?	
  (1	
  Corinthians	
  3:16)	
  

	
  



Ø Check	
  out	
  what	
  Galatians	
  5:16,	
  18,	
  25	
  say	
  about	
  what	
  happens	
  when	
  the	
  Holy	
  Spirit	
  dwells	
  in	
  someone.	
  	
  

	
  

Ø If	
  our	
  hearts	
  are	
  the	
  dwelling	
  place	
  of	
  the	
  Holy	
  Spirit,	
  He	
  helps	
  us	
  to	
  live	
  God’s	
  way.	
  That	
  lifestyle	
  will	
  
make	
  God	
  known	
  to	
  people	
  who	
  seek	
  Him.	
  	
  

Our	
  faith	
  makes	
  us	
  God’s	
  child	
  =	
  BELIEF	
  

As	
  the	
  message	
  about	
  the	
  true	
  God	
  gets	
  out	
  through	
  creation,	
  His	
  word,	
  and	
  the	
  testimony	
  of	
  changed	
  people,	
  
others	
  want	
  to	
  know	
  Him.	
  When	
  people	
  put	
  their	
  faith	
  in	
  God	
  and	
  make	
  Him	
  their	
  own,	
  they	
  become	
  His	
  child	
  
and	
  know	
  Him	
  in	
  new	
  and	
  deeper	
  ways.	
  	
  

But	
  to	
  all	
  who	
  did	
  receive	
  him,	
  who	
  believed	
  in	
  his	
  name,	
  he	
  gave	
  the	
  right	
  to	
  become	
  children	
  of	
  God,	
  who	
  
were	
  born,	
  not	
  of	
  blood	
  nor	
  of	
  the	
  will	
  of	
  the	
  flesh	
  nor	
  of	
  the	
  will	
  of	
  man,	
  but	
  of	
  God.	
  (John	
  1:12-­‐13	
  )	
  

Ø As	
  people	
  are	
  drawn	
  to	
  God	
  and	
  want	
  to	
  know	
  more,	
  they	
  need	
  to	
  hear	
  about	
  God’s	
  great	
  gift	
  that	
  
makes	
  it	
  possible	
  for	
  people	
  to	
  be	
  close	
  to	
  Him.	
  	
  
	
  

Ø Read	
  Romans	
  10:13-­‐17	
  to	
  find	
  out	
  what	
  keeps	
  people	
  from	
  knowing	
  more,	
  once	
  they’ve	
  gotten	
  the	
  
message	
  that	
  there	
  is	
  a	
  God	
  who	
  wants	
  to	
  know	
  them	
  and	
  be	
  known	
  by	
  them.	
  	
  Describe	
  the	
  problem	
  
they	
  may	
  run	
  into.	
  

	
  

Ø Since	
  God	
  provides	
  so	
  many	
  outlets	
  for	
  people	
  to	
  know	
  Him,	
  what	
  does	
  it	
  tell	
  you	
  about	
  His	
  feelings	
  
towards	
  us?	
  	
  	
  

	
  

How	
  do	
  people	
  know	
  about	
  God?	
  

v His	
  creation	
  makes	
  God’s	
  nature	
  known	
  =	
  CREATION	
  
v His	
  word	
  makes	
  God’s	
  plan	
  clear	
  =	
  SCRIPTURE	
  
v Our	
  hearts	
  make	
  us	
  God’s	
  witness	
  =	
  TESTIMONY	
  
v Our	
  faith	
  makes	
  us	
  God’s	
  child	
  =	
  BELIEF	
  

God	
  is	
  getting	
  the	
  word	
  out	
  that	
  there	
  is	
  a	
  day	
  coming	
  when	
  all	
  those	
  who	
  know	
  Him	
  will	
  gather	
  together	
  in	
  
heaven	
  for	
  the	
  purpose	
  of	
  being	
  with	
  Him	
  and	
  praising	
  Him	
  forever.	
  	
  It	
  will	
  be	
  just	
  the	
  right	
  time,	
  and	
  we	
  will	
  
clap	
  and	
  cheer	
  with	
  joy	
  as	
  part	
  of	
  the	
  crowd	
  of	
  worshippers.	
  	
  

Until	
  then,	
  the	
  truth	
  is	
  going	
  out	
  through	
  nature,	
  scripture,	
  and	
  individual	
  lives.	
  Whether	
  people	
  gaze	
  at	
  a	
  star-­‐
filled	
  sky	
  over	
  a	
  remote	
  desert,	
  a	
  vine-­‐draped	
  green	
  canopy	
  above	
  a	
  hidden	
  jungle,	
  or	
  a	
  sunrise	
  peeking	
  
through	
  man-­‐made	
  buildings,	
  God	
  is	
  making	
  Himself	
  known	
  around	
  the	
  world.	
  As	
  hearts	
  are	
  drawn	
  to	
  Him,	
  His	
  
word	
  and	
  our	
  witness	
  spread	
  the	
  news	
  of	
  just	
  how	
  far	
  He’s	
  gone	
  to	
  reach	
  them.	
  	
  

Next	
  week	
  we’ll	
  ask:	
  “What	
  do	
  people	
  need	
  to	
  know	
  about	
  God?”	
  	
  



Questions	
  to	
  ready	
  yourself:	
  

(You	
  might	
  want	
  to	
  reflect	
  on	
  these	
  in	
  a	
  journal,	
  discuss	
  them	
  with	
  a	
  team	
  you’re	
  a	
  part	
  of,	
  or	
  share	
  them	
  
with	
  a	
  friend.)	
  

§ How	
  did	
  you	
  find	
  out	
  about	
  God?	
  
§ What	
  life	
  event	
  helped	
  push	
  you	
  or	
  draw	
  you	
  to	
  know	
  Him?	
  
§ What	
  person	
  was	
  used	
  to	
  help	
  you	
  know	
  Him?	
  
§ Did	
  nature	
  help	
  you	
  know	
  God	
  at	
  first,	
  or	
  is	
  it	
  helping	
  you	
  know	
  what	
  He’s	
  like	
  now?	
  
§ What	
  scripture	
  helped	
  you	
  begin	
  to	
  know	
  God?	
  

A	
  Prayer	
  to	
  set	
  your	
  heart:	
  

Father,	
  	
  

Thank	
  you	
  for	
  helping	
  me	
  to	
  know	
  you	
  more	
  intimately	
  as	
  your	
  child.	
  Thank	
  you	
  for	
  reaching	
  out	
  to	
  me	
  
through	
  your	
  amazing	
  creation,	
  by	
  giving	
  me	
  your	
  word,	
  and	
  through	
  people	
  who	
  showed	
  You	
  and	
  shared	
  
about	
  you	
  in	
  their	
  lives.	
  	
  Knowing	
  You	
  gives	
  my	
  life	
  meaning	
  and	
  purpose	
  and	
  peace.	
  Help	
  me	
  not	
  to	
  miss	
  
qualities	
  about	
  You	
  in	
  nature	
  around	
  me.	
  Help	
  me	
  to	
  understand	
  Your	
  plan	
  in	
  Your	
  word.	
  Help	
  me	
  to	
  be	
  a	
  
witness	
  of	
  what	
  You’ve	
  done	
  for	
  me.	
  I’m	
  so	
  grateful	
  to	
  be	
  Your	
  child	
  and	
  want	
  to	
  help	
  people	
  know	
  You.	
  	
  

Other	
  verses	
  to	
  learn	
  more	
  about	
  what	
  all	
  people	
  share:	
  
Psalm	
  19:1-­‐9	
  

	
  2	
  Timothy	
  2:15-­‐17	
  

Week #3 
I	
  asked	
  about	
  his	
  happiest	
  memories,	
  and	
  he	
  described	
  a	
  long	
  ago	
  baseball	
  game,	
  when	
  he	
  was	
  
a	
  boy	
  and	
  my	
  grandfather	
  was	
  his	
  hero.	
  They	
  carried	
  home	
  a	
  foul	
  ball	
  as	
  their	
  prize	
  and	
  the	
  
souvenir	
  of	
  my	
  dad’s	
  childhood-­‐sweet	
  day.	
  “The	
  ball?”	
  I	
  asked.	
  	
  “Gone.”	
  	
  Given	
  away	
  in	
  an	
  
impulse	
  to	
  a	
  curious	
  boy.	
  Gone.	
  I	
  knew	
  we	
  had	
  to	
  get	
  the	
  ball	
  back	
  and	
  bring	
  it	
  home.	
  

Far	
  away,	
  we	
  found	
  the	
  boy	
  grown	
  into	
  a	
  man,	
  and	
  we	
  held	
  our	
  breath.	
  Did	
  he	
  have	
  the	
  ball?	
  
Was	
  it	
  the	
  genuine	
  treasure?	
  Would	
  he	
  insist	
  on	
  keeping	
  it?	
  Could	
  we	
  buy	
  it	
  back?	
  Could	
  we	
  
restore	
  it	
  to	
  the	
  one	
  who	
  loved	
  it,	
  to	
  the	
  one	
  whose	
  hand	
  it	
  was	
  meant	
  to	
  fit?	
  	
  

If	
  we	
  could	
  redeem	
  it,	
  we	
  would	
  not	
  let	
  it	
  go.	
  

The	
  once	
  curious	
  boy,	
  now	
  man,	
  didn’t	
  have	
  to	
  let	
  us	
  buy	
  back	
  the	
  old	
  loved	
  ball.	
  But	
  he	
  did.	
  
We	
  waited	
  to	
  see	
  if	
  it	
  was	
  the	
  real	
  thing.	
  The	
  one	
  who	
  received	
  it	
  long	
  ago	
  knew	
  it	
  well,	
  and	
  it	
  
was	
  true.	
  	
  Restored,	
  we	
  brought	
  it	
  home	
  to	
  stay	
  where	
  it	
  belongs.	
  	
  

	
  

	
  	
  



Week	
  #	
  3	
  	
  -­‐	
  	
  What	
  do	
  people	
  need	
  to	
  know	
  about	
  God?	
  	
  

There’s	
  no	
  imitation	
  

If	
  you’re	
  reaching	
  out	
  to	
  lost	
  people,	
  it	
  doesn’t	
  take	
  long	
  to	
  find	
  out	
  that	
  there	
  are	
  a	
  lot	
  of	
  gods	
  in	
  the	
  world.	
  	
  
Some	
  gods	
  looks	
  like	
  idols,	
  but	
  others	
  are	
  more	
  subtle	
  and	
  just	
  look	
  like	
  things	
  we	
  enjoy	
  or	
  work	
  for.	
  Many	
  
people	
  groups	
  around	
  the	
  globe	
  still	
  physically	
  bow	
  down	
  to	
  carved	
  images.	
  The	
  Bible	
  is	
  really	
  clear	
  about	
  
what	
  makes	
  God	
  unique	
  and	
  authentic.	
  	
  

Ø What	
  does	
  Exodus	
  8:10	
  say	
  about	
  God	
  in	
  comparison	
  to	
  anyone	
  else?	
  	
  
	
  

Ø Psalm	
  86:10	
  tells	
  us	
  how	
  exclusive	
  God’s	
  identity	
  is:	
  	
  	
  
“For	
  you	
  are	
  great	
  and	
  do	
  wondrous	
  things;	
  you	
  alone	
  are	
  God.”	
  
	
  

o That	
  means	
  He,	
  without	
  anyone	
  else	
  coming	
  close	
  or	
  in	
  the	
  same	
  category,	
  equals	
  “God.”	
  
o There	
  is	
  no	
  imitation	
  of	
  Him;	
  He	
  is	
  the	
  only	
  true	
  one	
  of	
  His	
  kind.	
  

	
  
Ø When	
  the	
  Apostle	
  Paul	
  was	
  in	
  Athens,	
  Greece,	
  he	
  saw	
  “that	
  the	
  city	
  was	
  full	
  of	
  idols,”	
  (Acts	
  17:16)	
  so	
  

he	
  stood	
  in	
  a	
  group	
  of	
  citizens	
  and	
  told	
  them	
  what	
  makes	
  the	
  true	
  God	
  different.	
  In	
  Acts	
  17:22-­‐28	
  	
  his	
  
words	
  are	
  recorded	
  for	
  us.	
  

“The	
  God	
  who	
  made	
  the	
  world	
  and	
  everything	
  in	
  it,	
  being	
  Lord	
  of	
  heaven	
  and	
  earth,	
  does	
  not	
  live	
  in	
  temples	
  made	
  by	
  
man,	
  nor	
  is	
  he	
  served	
  by	
  human	
  hands,	
  as	
  though	
  he	
  needed	
  anything,	
  since	
  he	
  himself	
  gives	
  to	
  all	
  mankind	
  life	
  and	
  
breath	
  and	
  everything.	
  And	
  he	
  made	
  from	
  one	
  man	
  every	
  nation	
  of	
  mankind	
  to	
  live	
  on	
  all	
  the	
  face	
  of	
  the	
  earth,	
  having	
  
determined	
  allotted	
  periods	
  and	
  the	
  boundaries	
  of	
  their	
  dwelling	
  place,	
  that	
  they	
  should	
  seek	
  God,	
  and	
  perhaps	
  feel	
  their	
  
way	
  toward	
  him	
  and	
  find	
  him.	
  Yet	
  he	
  is	
  actually	
  not	
  far	
  from	
  each	
  one	
  of	
  us	
  …”	
  

People	
  want	
  to	
  know	
  the	
  real	
  God,	
  not	
  an	
  imitation.	
  A	
  substitute	
  won’t	
  give	
  them	
  the	
  hope	
  and	
  peace	
  they	
  need.	
  The	
  
longing	
  we	
  have	
  is	
  for	
  the	
  true	
  God.	
  There	
  is	
  no	
  one	
  like	
  God.	
  Not	
  created	
  or	
  able	
  to	
  be	
  contained,	
  He	
  is	
  the	
  source	
  of	
  all	
  
life	
  and	
  the	
  ruler	
  of	
  it,	
  but	
  He	
  longs	
  for	
  us	
  to	
  seek	
  Him	
  and	
  be	
  near	
  Him.	
  	
  

Ø The	
  true	
  God	
  is	
  unlike	
  any	
  other	
  and	
  wants	
  us	
  to	
  know	
  Him.	
  	
  

	
  

There’s	
  no	
  sin	
  

A	
  lot	
  of	
  people	
  think	
  that	
  if	
  God	
  is	
  really	
  holy	
  and	
  powerful,	
  there	
  would	
  be	
  no	
  way	
  that	
  we	
  could	
  approach	
  
Him.	
  We’re	
  too	
  full	
  of	
  wrong	
  (sin)	
  to	
  be	
  near	
  Him.	
  That	
  would	
  be	
  the	
  case,	
  if	
  it	
  wasn’t	
  for	
  the	
  second	
  thing	
  
people	
  need	
  to	
  know	
  about	
  God.	
  

	
  
Ø God’s	
  Son	
  Jesus	
  is	
  without	
  sin,	
  and	
  He	
  stepped	
  in	
  as	
  a	
  substitute	
  to	
  pay	
  for	
  our	
  guilt.	
  
Ø God	
  took	
  steps	
  to	
  deal	
  with	
  our	
  sin.	
  	
  See	
  what	
  2	
  Corinthians	
  5:21	
  says	
  about	
  God’s	
  action:	
  	
  

“For	
  our	
  sake	
  he	
  made	
  him	
  to	
  be	
  sin	
  who	
  knew	
  no	
  sin,	
  so	
  that	
  in	
  him	
  we	
  might	
  become	
  the	
  
righteousness	
  of	
  God.”	
  



	
  

Ø According	
  to	
  this,	
  what	
  is	
  the	
  verb	
  describing	
  what	
  “he”	
  did?	
  _____________	
  
o What	
  did	
  God	
  make	
  Jesus	
  be?	
  
o What	
  is	
  Jesus	
  (who)	
  like?	
  

	
  
Ø The	
  phrase	
  in	
  front	
  of	
  it	
  tells	
  who	
  God’s	
  action	
  benefits:	
  	
  “For	
  _____	
  sake…”	
  

	
  
Ø What’s	
  the	
  benefit	
  we	
  can	
  receive?	
  It	
  follows	
  “so	
  that.”	
  	
  

	
  
	
  

Ø There	
  is	
  no	
  sin	
  in	
  Jesus;	
  He	
  was	
  able	
  to	
  be	
  our	
  holy	
  substitute	
  and	
  absorb	
  our	
  guilt	
  for	
  us,	
  so	
  we	
  can	
  be	
  
presented	
  to	
  God	
  as	
  clean.	
  By	
  His	
  sacrifice,	
  He	
  redeemed	
  us/bought	
  us	
  back	
  from	
  different	
  ownership.	
  
	
  

Ø Read	
  Colossians	
  1:3-­‐4.	
  	
  When	
  we	
  are	
  forgiven	
  for	
  our	
  guilty	
  condition,	
  God	
  moves	
  us	
  out	
  of	
  belonging	
  
to	
  the	
  	
  ________________________	
  to	
  the	
  _________________________.	
  	
  
	
  
	
  

Ø 1	
  John	
  1:9	
  summarizes	
  what	
  a	
  sinless	
  Jesus	
  provides	
  for	
  people.	
  

“If	
  we	
  confess	
  our	
  sins,	
  he	
  is	
  faithful	
  and	
  just	
  to	
  forgive	
  us	
  our	
  sins	
  and	
  to	
  cleanse	
  us	
  from	
  all	
  unrighteousness.”	
  

	
  
Ø The	
  true	
  God	
  gave	
  His	
  holy	
  Son	
  to	
  reclaim	
  us	
  and	
  make	
  us	
  His	
  own.	
  	
  

	
  

There’s	
  no	
  guilt	
  

Ø Since	
  we’re	
  born	
  separated	
  from	
  God,	
  it	
  can	
  be	
  hard	
  to	
  stop	
  feeling	
  guilty.	
  
	
  

Ø Romans	
  8:1	
  answers	
  our	
  shame	
  and	
  the	
  feeling	
  that	
  we	
  can	
  never	
  be	
  “good	
  enough.”	
  

“There	
  is	
  therefore	
  now	
  no	
  condemnation	
  for	
  those	
  who	
  are	
  in	
  Christ	
  Jesus.”	
  

Ø People	
  need	
  to	
  know	
  that,	
  because	
  of	
  God’s	
  love	
  for	
  us,	
  those	
  who	
  ask	
  for	
  His	
  forgiveness	
  are	
  “in	
  Christ	
  
Jesus”	
  and	
  are	
  no	
  longer	
  condemned.	
  	
  	
  He	
  says	
  we’re	
  innocent.	
  Not	
  because	
  of	
  anything	
  we	
  
accomplished,	
  the	
  true	
  God	
  declares	
  us	
  “acceptable”	
  because	
  of	
  His	
  Son	
  Jesus.	
  	
  	
  It’s	
  undeserved,	
  and	
  
people	
  need	
  to	
  know	
  it’s	
  called	
  “grace.”	
  	
  
	
  

Ø The	
  true	
  God	
  moves	
  us	
  from	
  guilty	
  to	
  innocent	
  when	
  He	
  takes	
  our	
  shame.	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  



There’s	
  no	
  separation	
  

Ø Many	
  people	
  around	
  the	
  world	
  have	
  religious	
  experiences,	
  but	
  they	
  still	
  live	
  in	
  fear	
  that	
  if	
  they	
  struggle	
  
with	
  doubt,	
  temptation,	
  or	
  weakness,	
  their	
  god	
  may	
  turn	
  on	
  them.	
  They’re	
  never	
  really	
  sure	
  that	
  
they’re	
  secure	
  in	
  their	
  god’s	
  love	
  or	
  in	
  their	
  future.	
  
	
  	
  

Ø Romans	
  8:38-­‐39	
  	
  gives	
  us	
  confidence	
  about	
  our	
  relationship	
  to	
  the	
  true	
  God.	
  

“For	
  I	
  am	
  sure	
  that	
  neither	
  death	
  nor	
  life,	
  nor	
  angels	
  nor	
  rulers,	
  nor	
  things	
  present	
  nor	
  things	
  to	
  come,	
  
nor	
  powers,	
  	
  nor	
  height	
  nor	
  depth,	
  nor	
  anything	
  else	
  in	
  all	
  creation,	
  will	
  be	
  able	
  to	
  separate	
  us	
  from	
  the	
  
love	
  of	
  God	
  in	
  Christ	
  Jesus	
  our	
  Lord.”	
  

Ø How	
  many	
  things	
  does	
  Paul	
  say	
  he	
  is	
  sure	
  can’t	
  separate	
  us	
  from	
  God’s	
  love?	
  _______	
  
Ø Knowing	
  what	
  God	
  wants	
  to	
  be	
  to	
  us	
  gives	
  us	
  confidence.	
  Read	
  John	
  10:11-­‐15	
  &	
  30.	
  	
  	
  

o What	
  does	
  verse	
  30	
  tell	
  us	
  about	
  Jesus	
  and	
  God?	
  

o Who	
  is	
  the	
  good	
  shepherd?	
  (v.14)	
  

o What	
  does	
  he	
  do	
  for	
  the	
  sheep?	
  (v.15)	
  

	
  
Ø The	
  true	
  God	
  forgives	
  us	
  and	
  makes	
  us	
  secure	
  as	
  our	
  Good	
  Shepherd.	
  

	
  

What	
  do	
  people	
  need	
  to	
  know	
  about	
  God?	
  

v There	
  is	
  no	
  imitation;	
  He	
  is	
  the	
  true	
  God.	
  
v There	
  is	
  no	
  sin	
  in	
  Him;	
  He	
  is	
  the	
  holy	
  God.	
  
v There	
  is	
  no	
  guilt	
  in	
  Him;	
  He	
  is	
  our	
  redemption.	
  
v There	
  is	
  no	
  separation	
  from	
  Him;	
  He	
  is	
  our	
  shepherd.	
  

	
  

We	
  belong	
  with	
  the	
  one	
  and	
  only	
  true	
  God	
  who	
  loves	
  us.	
  His	
  sinless	
  Son’s	
  sacrifice	
  makes	
  it	
  possible	
  for	
  us	
  to	
  
return	
  to	
  Him	
  and	
  be	
  declared	
  acceptable,	
  secure	
  in	
  knowing	
  we	
  will	
  never	
  be	
  separated	
  from	
  Him.	
  Once	
  “in	
  
Christ	
  Jesus,”	
  we	
  are	
  with	
  Him	
  to	
  stay.	
  	
  

People	
  are	
  grasping	
  for	
  the	
  right	
  god.	
  They	
  need	
  to	
  know	
  God	
  is	
  true,	
  holy,	
  forgiving,	
  and	
  secure.	
  	
  

	
  

Next	
  week	
  we’ll	
  ask:	
  “What	
  keeps	
  people	
  from	
  finding	
  God?”	
  	
  

	
  

	
  

	
  



Questions	
  to	
  ready	
  yourself:	
  

• Have	
  you	
  ever	
  turned	
  to	
  a	
  phony	
  god	
  to	
  give	
  you	
  help	
  or	
  hope?	
  
• How	
  would	
  you	
  describe	
  what	
  sin	
  is	
  to	
  someone	
  who	
  never	
  heard	
  the	
  word?	
  
• What	
  makes	
  it	
  hard	
  for	
  you	
  to	
  feel	
  innocent	
  before	
  God?	
  
• What	
  could	
  come	
  into	
  your	
  life	
  that	
  would	
  make	
  you	
  worry	
  about	
  being	
  separated	
  from	
  God?	
  
• Why	
  do	
  you	
  think	
  Jesus	
  used	
  a	
  shepherd	
  and	
  sheep	
  to	
  help	
  people	
  understand	
  how	
  He	
  feels	
  about	
  us?	
  

	
  

(You	
  might	
  want	
  to	
  reflect	
  on	
  these	
  in	
  a	
  journal,	
  discuss	
  them	
  with	
  a	
  team	
  you’re	
  a	
  part	
  of,	
  or	
  share	
  them	
  
with	
  a	
  friend.)	
  

A	
  Prayer	
  to	
  set	
  your	
  heart:	
  

Dear	
  Shepherd,	
  

There	
  is	
  no	
  one	
  like	
  You.	
  Only	
  you	
  could	
  say	
  I’m	
  righteous	
  (Wow!),	
  remove	
  the	
  guilt	
  I	
  deserve,	
  and	
  bring	
  me	
  
close	
  to	
  You.	
  I	
  know	
  it’s	
  not	
  deserved,	
  but	
  I’m	
  so	
  glad	
  it’s	
  given.	
  I	
  want	
  to	
  live	
  my	
  life	
  with	
  You	
  where	
  I	
  belong.	
  
Help	
  me	
  to	
  be	
  ready	
  to	
  reach	
  people	
  who	
  are	
  searching	
  for	
  the	
  truth	
  about	
  You.	
  

	
  

Other	
  verses	
  to	
  learn	
  more	
  about	
  what	
  all	
  people	
  share:	
  
Romans	
  5:6-­‐10	
  

Romans	
  3:23-­‐25a	
  
Psalm	
  103:8	
  

	
  

Week #4 
The	
  host	
  of	
  a	
  new	
  cable	
  show	
  takes	
  viewers	
  on	
  a	
  virtual	
  tour	
  of	
  million	
  dollar	
  rooms	
  owned	
  by	
  
proud	
  homeowners	
  with	
  huge	
  bank	
  accounts.	
  After	
  showing	
  off	
  an	
  above	
  ground	
  and	
  
underground	
  garage	
  filled	
  with	
  vehicles	
  of	
  all	
  kinds,	
  including	
  hundreds	
  of	
  never-­‐ridden	
  classic	
  
motorcycles	
  with	
  high	
  price	
  tags	
  still	
  dangling,	
  the	
  host	
  asked,	
  “Why	
  do	
  you	
  do	
  it?”	
  Laughing,	
  
the	
  owner	
  replied,	
  “You	
  can’t	
  put	
  a	
  price	
  tag	
  on	
  fun.”	
  	
  

People	
  search	
  for	
  what	
  they	
  love,	
  and	
  when	
  they	
  find	
  it,	
  they	
  do	
  what	
  it	
  takes	
  to	
  make	
  it	
  their	
  
own.	
  Since	
  we	
  know	
  God	
  makes	
  Himself	
  known	
  to	
  mankind,	
  it	
  may	
  leave	
  us	
  scratching	
  our	
  
heads	
  in	
  wonder	
  about	
  why	
  it’s	
  so	
  hard	
  for	
  people	
  to	
  find	
  God.	
  Why	
  do	
  so	
  many	
  people	
  
missthe	
  news	
  that	
  God	
  so	
  loved	
  the	
  world?	
  	
  



Love	
  gets	
  in	
  the	
  way.	
  	
  Because	
  of	
  love,	
  many	
  people	
  never	
  know	
  God.	
  Because	
  of	
  love,	
  many	
  
people	
  who	
  know	
  Him	
  never	
  share	
  Him.	
  Let’s	
  answer	
  the	
  question,	
  “What	
  keeps	
  people	
  from	
  
finding	
  God?”	
  

	
  	
  

Week	
  #	
  4	
  	
  -­‐	
  	
  What	
  keeps	
  people	
  from	
  finding	
  God?	
  	
  

Idols	
  are	
  hard	
  to	
  leave	
  

An	
  idol	
  is	
  anything	
  we	
  love	
  that	
  becomes	
  the	
  object	
  of	
  our	
  worship.	
  In	
  modern	
  times	
  there	
  are	
  still	
  carved	
  and	
  
molded	
  idols	
  all	
  around	
  the	
  world,	
  with	
  people	
  bowing	
  down	
  to	
  them	
  and	
  giving	
  offerings.	
  Men	
  did	
  not	
  leave	
  
idolatrous	
  images	
  in	
  the	
  days	
  of	
  the	
  Old	
  Testament;	
  idol	
  worship	
  is	
  alive	
  and	
  well.	
  	
  
	
  
Other	
  idols	
  may	
  not	
  cause	
  us	
  to	
  bend	
  a	
  knee	
  to	
  or	
  light	
  an	
  incense	
  stick,	
  but	
  they	
  control	
  our	
  hearts.	
  Evidence	
  
surfaces	
  in	
  relationships,	
  finances,	
  and	
  thoughts.	
  The	
  people	
  of	
  Israel	
  repeatedly	
  turned	
  back	
  to	
  their	
  idols	
  and	
  
embraced	
  those	
  of	
  other	
  people,	
  instead	
  of	
  exclusively	
  loving	
  God.	
  	
  
	
  

Ø God	
  describes	
  how	
  our	
  choice	
  of	
  god	
  brings	
  about	
  a	
  blessing	
  and	
  a	
  curse.	
  Read	
  Deuteronomy	
  11:26-­‐28.	
  
What	
  brings	
  the	
  curse?	
  	
  

	
  
Ø God	
  cautions	
  us	
  about	
  our	
  affections.	
  1	
  John	
  points	
  out	
  what	
  love	
  of	
  the	
  world	
  reveals.	
  	
  

	
  
Do	
  not	
  love	
  the	
  world	
  or	
  the	
  things	
  in	
  the	
  world.	
  If	
  anyone	
  loves	
  the	
  world,	
  the	
  

love	
  of	
  the	
  Father	
  is	
  not	
  in	
  him.	
  	
  
(1	
  John	
  2:15)	
  

	
  
Ø Mankind	
  has	
  always	
  fought	
  the	
  temptation	
  of	
  wanting	
  “something	
  

more,	
  something	
  better.”	
  	
  Maybe	
  that’s	
  why	
  the	
  first	
  commandment	
  given	
  in	
  
Exodus	
  is	
  20	
  is	
  about	
  only	
  having	
  the	
  one,	
  true	
  God.	
  Ever	
  since	
  Adam	
  and	
  Eve	
  
tried	
  to	
  get	
  “more,”	
  people	
  have	
  wrestled	
  with	
  the	
  options	
  dangled	
  in	
  front	
  of	
  
us,	
  options	
  to	
  choose	
  idols.	
  	
  	
  
	
  

Ø Read	
  Psalm	
  106:36.	
  What	
  did	
  idols	
  become	
  to	
  the	
  people	
  of	
  Israel?	
  
	
  

Ø A	
  wealthy	
  young	
  man	
  once	
  came	
  directly	
  to	
  Jesus	
  to	
  ask	
  what	
  He	
  
needed	
  to	
  do	
  to	
  find	
  God	
  and	
  guarantee	
  eternal	
  life.	
  Jesus	
  talked	
  to	
  him	
  about	
  
what	
  he	
  loved.	
  	
  
	
  
	
  
Jesus	
  said	
  to	
  him,	
  “If	
  you	
  wish	
  to	
  be	
  complete,	
  go	
  and	
  sell	
  your	
  possessions	
  and	
  
give	
  to	
  the	
  poor,	
  and	
  you	
  will	
  have	
  treasure	
  in	
  heaven;	
  and	
  come,	
  follow	
  Me.”	
  	
  
But	
  when	
  the	
  young	
  man	
  heard	
  this	
  statement,	
  he	
  went	
  away	
  grieving;	
  for	
  he	
  
was	
  one	
  who	
  owned	
  much	
  property.	
  	
  And	
  Jesus	
  said	
  to	
  His	
  disciples,	
  “Truly	
  I	
  

say	
  to	
  you,	
  it	
  is	
  hard	
  for	
  a	
  rich	
  man	
  to	
  enter	
  the	
  kingdom	
  of	
  heaven.	
  	
  (Matthew	
  19:21-­‐23)	
  
	
  

Ø To	
  find	
  God	
  and	
  experience	
  His	
  promises,	
  people	
  must	
  leave	
  their	
  idols	
  and	
  follow	
  Jesus.	
  	
  Not	
  many	
  
choose	
  this	
  path,	
  because	
  it	
  is	
  a	
  harder	
  path.	
  	
  

	
  



	
  
Ø Read	
  Matthew	
  7:13-­‐14	
  below	
  to	
  find	
  out	
  why	
  many	
  people	
  choose	
  not	
  to	
  follow	
  God.	
  	
  

	
  
Enter	
  by	
  the	
  narrow	
  gate.	
  For	
  the	
  gate	
  is	
  wide	
  and	
  the	
  way	
  is	
  easy	
  that	
  leads	
  to	
  destruction,	
  and	
  those	
  who	
  
enter	
  by	
  it	
  are	
  many.	
  For	
  the	
  gate	
  is	
  narrow	
  and	
  the	
  way	
  is	
  hard	
  that	
  leads	
  to	
  life,	
  and	
  those	
  who	
  find	
  it	
  are	
  
few.	
  

Ø What	
  describes	
  the	
  gate/way	
  that	
  most	
  people	
  choose?	
  ___________,	
  ___________	
  
o Where	
  does	
  it	
  lead?	
  

Ø What	
  words	
  describe	
  the	
  gate/way	
  that	
  few	
  find?	
  	
  ______________,	
  _____________	
  
o Where	
  does	
  it	
  lead?	
  	
  

	
  
The	
  world’s	
  path	
  may	
  look	
  fun	
  and	
  easy,	
  but	
  there’s	
  a	
  high	
  price	
  tag	
  dangling	
  from	
  it.	
  The	
  idols	
  people	
  love	
  
prevent	
  them	
  from	
  finding	
  God.	
  Many	
  begin	
  to	
  search	
  for	
  God,	
  only	
  to	
  return	
  to	
  what	
  or	
  who	
  enslaved	
  them.	
  
Read	
  the	
  “nutshell”	
  version	
  of	
  how	
  God’s	
  people	
  turned	
  from	
  Him	
  in	
  Nehemiah	
  9:17.	
  	
  
	
  

Ø What	
  command	
  is	
  given	
  in	
  the	
  Old	
  Testament	
  in	
  Deuteronomy	
  6:5	
  and	
  repeated	
  in	
  the	
  gospels	
  in	
  
places	
  like	
  Matthew	
  22:37?	
  	
  

	
  

Ignorance	
  is	
  hard	
  to	
  overcome	
  

Ø It’s	
  easier	
  than	
  ever	
  before	
  for	
  people	
  to	
  know	
  “about”	
  God,	
  but	
  people	
  seem	
  to	
  understand	
  Him	
  less.	
  	
  
	
  

Ø Read	
  Ephesians	
  4:16-­‐18.	
  	
  	
  
o …	
  you	
  must	
  no	
  longer	
  walk	
  as	
  the	
  Gentiles	
  do,	
  in	
  the	
  futility	
  of	
  their	
  minds.	
  They	
  are	
  darkened	
  in	
  their	
  

understanding,	
  alienated	
  from	
  the	
  life	
  of	
  God	
  because	
  of	
  the	
  ignorance	
  that	
  is	
  in	
  them,	
  due	
  to	
  their	
  
hardness	
  of	
  heart.	
  (vv.	
  16b-­‐18)	
  
	
  

o What	
  is	
  “due	
  to”	
  a	
  hard	
  heart?	
  	
  
o What	
  does	
  ignorance	
  in	
  people	
  alienate	
  people	
  from?	
  
o What	
  words	
  describe	
  the	
  mind	
  of	
  people	
  away	
  from	
  God?	
  

	
  

	
  

	
  

	
  

	
  

	
  

	
  

	
  

	
  

	
  

My	
  family	
  went	
  hiking	
  around	
  Jenny	
  Lake	
  in	
  Wyoming,	
  but	
  when	
  we	
  came	
  to	
  a	
  steep	
  and	
  rocky	
  
section,	
  I	
  decided	
  to	
  bail	
  out.	
  Sure	
  I	
  could	
  find	
  my	
  own	
  way,	
  I	
  wandered	
  back,	
  along	
  with	
  crowds	
  
of	
  other	
  people	
  who	
  found	
  the	
  easy	
  path	
  appealing.	
  I	
  dawdled	
  in	
  the	
  sunshine	
  and	
  looked	
  at	
  the	
  
white	
  columbine	
  on	
  the	
  forest	
  floor.	
  After	
  a	
  longer-­‐than	
  expected	
  time,	
  I	
  sat	
  down	
  to	
  rest,	
  
realizing	
  I	
  had	
  passed	
  my	
  turn	
  and	
  didn’t	
  know	
  how	
  to	
  get	
  back	
  to	
  our	
  meeting	
  point.	
  Doubling	
  
back	
  and	
  passing	
  more	
  walkers,	
  	
  I	
  noticed	
  a	
  tattered	
  map	
  on	
  the	
  trail	
  edge.	
  I	
  stopped	
  to	
  retrieve	
  
the	
  map	
  and	
  reroute	
  my	
  hike,	
  leaving	
  the	
  crowd	
  and	
  opting	
  for	
  a	
  narrow,	
  less	
  traveled	
  path.	
  	
  

Once	
  reunited,	
  I	
  discovered	
  that	
  the	
  steep	
  and	
  rocky	
  path	
  had	
  been	
  the	
  way	
  to	
  greater	
  beauty.	
  I	
  
had	
  my	
  mind	
  set	
  on	
  a	
  different	
  path	
  of	
  my	
  choosing	
  …	
  only	
  to	
  find	
  it	
  was	
  not	
  all	
  I	
  hoped	
  for.	
  	
  I	
  
didn’t	
  understand	
  the	
  direction	
  I	
  needed	
  to	
  take.	
  Without	
  a	
  map,	
  I	
  was	
  simply	
  wandering	
  
ignorantly.	
  	
  Once	
  I	
  found	
  the	
  map,	
  I	
  learned	
  the	
  way	
  and	
  set	
  my	
  course	
  for	
  the	
  ones	
  I	
  loved	
  and	
  
“home.”	
  	
  



Many	
  people	
  don’t	
  find	
  their	
  way	
  to	
  God	
  because	
  they’re	
  clinging	
  to	
  idols	
  they	
  love	
  and	
  committed	
  to	
  the	
  way	
  
that	
  looks	
  easy.	
  They’re	
  ignorant	
  of	
  truth	
  and	
  without	
  understanding.	
  	
  

Ø Read	
  Psalm	
  110:104-­‐106.	
  	
  What	
  difference	
  does	
  God’s	
  word	
  make	
  to	
  our	
  ignorance?	
  

	
  

Ø Just	
  as	
  the	
  narrow	
  path	
  is	
  really	
  the	
  right	
  one,	
  God	
  often	
  uses	
  what	
  the	
  world	
  considers	
  “foolish”	
  to	
  
reveal	
  the	
  truth.	
  What	
  does	
  1	
  Corinthians	
  1:26-­‐28	
  tell	
  you	
  about	
  how	
  God	
  works	
  to	
  give	
  those	
  who	
  
seek	
  Him	
  understanding?	
  
	
  

	
  

Ø The	
  world	
  would	
  like	
  to	
  have	
  people	
  believe	
  that	
  there	
  are	
  multiple	
  versions	
  of	
  what’s	
  true,	
  but	
  Jesus	
  
leaves	
  no	
  doubt	
  in	
  John	
  14:6.	
  	
  
	
  
Jesus	
  said	
  to	
  him,	
  “I	
  am	
  the	
  way,	
  and	
  the	
  truth,	
  and	
  the	
  life.	
  No	
  one	
  comes	
  to	
  the	
  Father	
  except	
  through	
  me.	
  

Isolation	
  makes	
  it	
  hard	
  to	
  hear	
  the	
  message	
  

Ø Idols	
  and	
  ignorance	
  make	
  it	
  difficult	
  to	
  find	
  God,	
  but	
  there	
  are	
  people	
  seeking	
  to	
  find	
  Him	
  who	
  simply	
  
have	
  not	
  heard.	
  	
  They’re	
  isolated	
  from	
  the	
  whole	
  message.	
  	
  

Ø Some	
  people	
  tune	
  into	
  messages	
  from	
  the	
  world,	
  but	
  they	
  tune	
  out	
  the	
  message	
  of	
  God’s	
  redemption,	
  
isolating	
  themselves.	
  	
  
	
  

Ø List	
  5	
  different	
  ways	
  you	
  have	
  available	
  to	
  hear	
  the	
  truth	
  about	
  God’s	
  plan	
  for	
  your	
  life.	
  
1. 	
  	
  
2. 	
  	
  	
  
3. 	
  	
  	
  
4. 	
  	
  	
  
5. 	
  	
  	
  

Ø If	
  you	
  could	
  list	
  5	
  ways,	
  you	
  are	
  indeed	
  blessed.	
  Many	
  people	
  are	
  waiting	
  to	
  hear.	
  	
  
	
  
	
  

For	
  “everyone	
  who	
  calls	
  on	
  the	
  name	
  of	
  the	
  Lord	
  will	
  be	
  saved.”	
  How	
  then	
  will	
  they	
  call	
  on	
  him	
  in	
  whom	
  
they	
  have	
  not	
  believed?	
  And	
  how	
  are	
  they	
  to	
  believe	
  in	
  him	
  of	
  whom	
  they	
  have	
  never	
  heard?	
  And	
  how	
  are	
  
they	
  to	
  hear	
  without	
  someone	
  preaching?	
  	
  And	
  how	
  are	
  they	
  to	
  preach	
  unless	
  they	
  are	
  sent?	
  As	
  it	
  is	
  written,	
  
“How	
  beautiful	
  are	
  the	
  feet	
  of	
  those	
  who	
  preach	
  the	
  good	
  news!”	
  (Romans10:13-­‐15)	
  

Ø Paul	
  asks	
  four	
  really	
  honest	
  questions.	
  Underline	
  the	
  first	
  one.	
  Double	
  underline	
  the	
  second	
  one.	
  Put	
  
brackets	
  around	
  the	
  third	
  one.	
  Circle	
  the	
  last	
  one.	
  	
  

	
  

	
  



Ø What	
  does	
  he	
  say	
  is	
  beautiful?	
  	
  
o The	
  emphasis	
  is	
  on	
  the	
  _____________	
  in	
  a	
  person’s	
  body,	
  because	
  _________	
  	
  GO!	
  	
  
o People	
  can’t	
  BELIEVE	
  if	
  they	
  don’t	
  HEAR,	
  and	
  they	
  can’t	
  hear	
  if	
  someone	
  doesn’t	
  SHARE,	
  and	
  

people	
  don’t	
  share	
  if	
  they	
  don’t	
  GO.	
  	
  

A	
  lot	
  of	
  people	
  don’t	
  find	
  God,	
  because	
  a	
  lot	
  of	
  people	
  who	
  found	
  Him	
  don’t	
  GO.	
  

Maybe	
  the	
  people	
  who	
  need	
  God	
  aren’t	
  the	
  only	
  ones	
  who	
  have	
  idols.	
  	
  
Maybe	
  the	
  people	
  who	
  have	
  found	
  Him	
  still	
  have	
  some	
  idols	
  around.	
  	
  

Ø What	
  kind	
  of	
  idols	
  keep	
  Narrow	
  Way	
  People	
  from	
  sharing	
  the	
  truth?	
  	
  

	
  

Ø What	
  kind	
  of	
  idols	
  keep	
  YOU	
  from	
  sharing	
  the	
  truth?	
  	
  

	
  

	
  

The	
  way	
  is	
  narrow;	
  it’s	
  harder	
  for	
  some	
  to	
  find	
  God	
  than	
  others.	
  The	
  more	
  idols	
  we	
  love,	
  the	
  harder	
  it	
  is	
  to	
  
leave	
  them	
  and	
  love	
  only	
  one,	
  true	
  God.	
  Ignorance	
  keeps	
  our	
  hearts	
  from	
  understanding	
  and	
  wanting	
  to	
  
follow	
  after	
  God.	
  Isolation	
  keeps	
  many	
  from	
  hearing	
  the	
  whole	
  message,	
  because	
  “beautiful	
  feet”	
  have	
  not	
  
come	
  to	
  them.	
  	
  

What	
  keeps	
  people	
  from	
  finding	
  God?	
  

v Idols	
  are	
  hard	
  to	
  leave.	
  
v Ignorance	
  is	
  hard	
  to	
  overcome.	
  
v Isolation	
  makes	
  it	
  hard	
  to	
  hear	
  the	
  message.	
  

People	
  need	
  to	
  hear	
  the	
  message	
  that	
  God	
  gave	
  His	
  Son	
  Jesus	
  to	
  pay	
  the	
  required	
  penalty	
  for	
  sin	
  and	
  clear	
  us	
  
of	
  the	
  shame	
  the	
  keeps	
  us	
  from	
  a	
  relationship	
  with	
  Him.	
  Idols,	
  ignorance,	
  and	
  isolation	
  may	
  get	
  in	
  the	
  way,	
  but	
  
those	
  who	
  know	
  God	
  can	
  show	
  His	
  love	
  to	
  those	
  seeking	
  Him.	
  

Next	
  week	
  we’ll	
  ask:	
  “How	
  can	
  I	
  show	
  God’s	
  heart	
  to	
  people?”	
  	
  

	
  

Questions	
  to	
  ready	
  yourself:	
  

• Are	
  there	
  idols	
  in	
  my	
  life	
  that	
  compete	
  for	
  my	
  attention	
  and	
  affection	
  for	
  God?	
  
• What	
  idols	
  are	
  the	
  people	
  in	
  my	
  culture	
  most	
  likely	
  to	
  turn	
  to?	
  
• Do	
  the	
  people	
  in	
  my	
  sphere	
  of	
  influence	
  have	
  the	
  opportunity	
  to	
  hear	
  the	
  truth?	
  How?	
  
• Why	
  do	
  you	
  think	
  it’s	
  so	
  hard	
  for	
  people	
  who	
  have	
  so	
  much	
  to	
  enter	
  into	
  a	
  relationship	
  with	
  God?	
  
• How	
  could	
  I	
  explain	
  to	
  someone	
  on	
  life’s	
  journey	
  that	
  the	
  “narrow	
  way”	
  is	
  really	
  the	
  best	
  way?	
  

	
  



(You	
  might	
  want	
  to	
  reflect	
  on	
  these	
  in	
  a	
  journal,	
  discuss	
  them	
  with	
  a	
  team	
  you’re	
  a	
  part	
  of,	
  or	
  share	
  them	
  
with	
  a	
  friend.)	
  

A	
  Prayer	
  to	
  set	
  your	
  heart:	
  

Heavenly	
  Father,	
  	
  

You	
  are	
  the	
  only	
  God,	
  but	
  I	
  still	
  struggle	
  at	
  times	
  to	
  give	
  you	
  all	
  of	
  my	
  devotion.	
  Show	
  me	
  any	
  idols	
  in	
  my	
  life,	
  
and	
  help	
  me	
  to	
  overcome	
  my	
  commitment	
  to	
  ________________	
  (an	
  idol	
  you’re	
  tempted	
  by).	
  Thank	
  you	
  for	
  
making	
  the	
  message	
  of	
  Your	
  salvation	
  known	
  to	
  me	
  and	
  for	
  giving	
  me	
  understanding	
  and	
  drawing	
  me	
  to	
  You.	
  
Remind	
  me	
  of	
  those	
  around	
  the	
  world	
  who	
  still	
  have	
  not	
  heard,	
  those	
  who	
  still	
  don’t	
  understand,	
  and	
  those	
  
who	
  still	
  bow	
  to	
  idols	
  made	
  by	
  human	
  hands.	
  Give	
  me	
  strength	
  to	
  be	
  faithful	
  and	
  committed	
  to	
  walking	
  the	
  
narrow	
  way,	
  even	
  when	
  it’s	
  hard.	
  Since	
  I’ve	
  found	
  You,	
  I	
  want	
  Your	
  way	
  to	
  be	
  my	
  way.	
  	
  

Other	
  verses	
  to	
  learn	
  more	
  about	
  what	
  all	
  people	
  share:	
  
Jonah	
  2:7-­‐9	
  

Matthew	
  19:16-­‐26	
  
Psalm	
  135:14-­‐16	
  

Ezekiel	
  20:7	
  
	
  

Week #5 
Christmas	
  was	
  just	
  days	
  away	
  when	
  we	
  found	
  ourselves	
  in	
  a	
  hospital	
  unlike	
  any	
  we’d	
  ever	
  
known.	
  The	
  sharp	
  metal	
  coils	
  on	
  the	
  low	
  bed	
  were	
  covered	
  by	
  a	
  thin	
  mattress	
  draped	
  in	
  a	
  
stained	
  sheet.	
  A	
  small	
  sink	
  trickled	
  ice	
  water,	
  but	
  no	
  soap	
  or	
  towel	
  was	
  provided.	
  Dinner	
  was	
  a	
  
thin	
  broth	
  offered	
  to	
  those	
  who	
  brought	
  their	
  own	
  bowl.	
  The	
  quiet	
  sobs	
  of	
  our	
  broken	
  child	
  
echoed	
  off	
  of	
  the	
  cement	
  walls	
  and	
  tile	
  floor,	
  escaping	
  out	
  of	
  the	
  bars	
  on	
  the	
  window	
  
uncovered	
  by	
  glass	
  or	
  screens.	
  The	
  night	
  was	
  filled	
  with	
  chanting.	
  Worst	
  of	
  all,	
  our	
  little	
  one	
  lay	
  
wounded;	
  we	
  all	
  sat	
  in	
  disbelief.	
  Is	
  this	
  the	
  way	
  God	
  shows	
  His	
  love	
  to	
  the	
  hurting?	
  

She	
  had	
  waited	
  in	
  the	
  hallway	
  during	
  the	
  surgery,	
  making	
  her	
  self	
  small	
  to	
  stand	
  where	
  there	
  
was	
  space.	
  She	
  quietly	
  lifted	
  prayers	
  as	
  doctors	
  came	
  and	
  went	
  and	
  we	
  called	
  relatives	
  
thousands	
  of	
  miles	
  and	
  an	
  ocean	
  away.	
  While	
  the	
  anesthesia	
  faded,	
  she	
  slipped	
  out	
  and	
  
gathered	
  books	
  for	
  a	
  small	
  child	
  to	
  give	
  us	
  something	
  to	
  do	
  in	
  the	
  long,	
  silent,	
  don’t-­‐move	
  
hours	
  and	
  days	
  that	
  followed.	
  On	
  the	
  day	
  after	
  the	
  accident,	
  she	
  came	
  back	
  just	
  after	
  the	
  body	
  
of	
  a	
  fish	
  called	
  “breakfast”	
  arrived	
  to	
  stare	
  mockingly	
  at	
  us.	
  Navigating	
  the	
  maze	
  of	
  streets,	
  she	
  
brought	
  McDonald’s	
  in	
  a	
  friendly	
  white	
  bag	
  filled	
  with	
  comforting	
  things	
  like	
  French	
  fries.	
  She	
  
spoke	
  little,	
  but	
  gave	
  of	
  herself.	
  She	
  came	
  back,	
  sat	
  and	
  waited,	
  brought	
  comfort	
  and	
  prayed	
  
for	
  comfort.	
  	
  

This	
  IS	
  the	
  way	
  God	
  shows	
  His	
  love	
  to	
  the	
  hurting.	
  

	
  	
  



Week	
  #	
  5	
  	
  -­‐	
  	
  How	
  can	
  I	
  show	
  God’s	
  love	
  to	
  people?	
  	
  

If	
  we’re	
  looking	
  to	
  reach	
  people,	
  before	
  we	
  open	
  our	
  mouth	
  to	
  say	
  anything,	
  we	
  have	
  to	
  show	
  God’s	
  love.	
  We	
  all	
  show	
  
something.	
  What	
  do	
  you	
  think	
  you	
  show?	
  	
  	
  
	
  
Since	
  we’re	
  made	
  in	
  God’s	
  image,	
  we’re	
  designed	
  to	
  display	
  Him	
  (Genesis	
  1:26).	
  Since	
  Jesus	
  is	
  God’s	
  Son	
  and	
  is	
  God	
  
(John	
  1:1),	
  a	
  closer	
  look	
  at	
  Jesus	
  gives	
  us	
  clues	
  about	
  how	
  to	
  show	
  God	
  ’s	
  love	
  to	
  people	
  on	
  earth.	
  	
  
	
  

WALK like Jesus 

Ø Read	
  Philippians	
  2:5-­‐8.	
  Jesus	
  ______________	
  Himself	
  (v.7)	
  and	
  _____________	
  Himself	
  (v.8).	
  	
  
	
  

Ø If	
  we’re	
  going	
  to	
  show	
  God’s	
  love	
  to	
  the	
  world,	
  we	
  have	
  to	
  act	
  like	
  Jesus.	
  	
  	
  
	
  

o Though	
  He	
  is	
  the	
  Son	
  of	
  God,	
  Jesus	
  showed	
  people	
  His	
  humility.	
  	
  
o Because	
  we	
  are	
  the	
  children	
  of	
  God,	
  we	
  can	
  show	
  people	
  Christ’s	
  humility.	
  See	
  what	
  Romans	
  6:4	
  says.	
  

We	
  were	
  buried	
  therefore	
  with	
  him	
  by	
  baptism	
  into	
  death,	
  in	
  order	
  that,	
  just	
  as	
  Christ	
  was	
  raised	
  from	
  the	
  dead	
  by	
  the	
  
glory	
  of	
  the	
  Father,	
  we	
  too	
  might	
  walk	
  in	
  newness	
  of	
  life	
  (Romans	
  6:4).	
  
	
  

o Because	
  He	
  is	
  the	
  Son	
  of	
  God,	
  Jesus	
  ‘s	
  life	
  allows	
  us	
  to	
  walk	
  in	
  ___________________________.	
  
	
  

Ø Who	
  does	
  Ephesians	
  4	
  say	
  our	
  newness	
  should	
  be	
  patterned	
  after?	
  	
  
o “…	
  put	
  on	
  the	
  new	
  self,	
  created	
  after	
  the	
  likeness	
  of	
  God	
  in	
  true	
  righteousness	
  and	
  holiness”	
  (Eph.	
  4:24).	
  	
  

	
  
Ø The	
  next	
  chapter	
  of	
  Ephesians	
  describes	
  the	
  next	
  logical	
  step	
  after	
  putting	
  on	
  the	
  “new	
  self.”	
  	
  

Therefore be imitators of God, as beloved children. And walk in love, as Christ loved us and gave himself up for 
us, a fragrant offering and sacrifice to God… at one time you were darkness, but now you are light in the Lord. 
Walk as children of light (for the fruit of light is found in all that is good and right and true), and try to discern 
what is pleasing to the Lord. Take no part in the unfruitful works of darkness, but instead expose them. … Look 
carefully then how you walk, not as unwise but as wise, making the best use of the time, because the days are 
evil. Therefore do not be foolish, but understand what the will of the Lord is (From Ephesians 5:1-17). 

Ø If we are new because of Jesus and patterned after Jesus, we should also show people humility.  
 

Ø Circle the word “walk” in the Ephesians 5 passage. How many times did you find it? ____ 
o We are to walk in __________ 
o We are to walk as ______________________ 
o We are to walk as __________, not ________ 

 
Ø Showing God’s love starts with a walk like Jesus:  shining as Light and walking in wisdom.  

 
Ø Seated on a crowd covered hill and surrounded by his disciples, Jesus gives insight into how Children of 

Light act in the world.  

Nor	
  do	
  people	
  light	
  a	
  lamp	
  and	
  put	
  it	
  under	
  a	
  basket,	
  but	
  on	
  a	
  stand,	
  and	
  it	
  gives	
  light	
  to	
  all	
  in	
  the	
  house.	
  In	
  the	
  same	
  
way,	
  let	
  your	
  light	
  shine	
  before	
  others,	
  so	
  that	
  they	
  may	
  see	
  your	
  good	
  works	
  and	
  give	
  glory	
  to	
  your	
  Father	
  who	
  is	
  in	
  
heaven	
  (Matthew	
  5:15-­‐16).	
  	
  



Ø As Children of Light we are to let ______________________ before others.  
Ø As Children of Light we do good works that give _____________ to our __________________.  

Showing God’s love to the world starts with a humble heart committed to walking as Children of Light, shining 
the Light of the world (Jesus) by our love.  What does “Jesus love” look like?  

LOVE like Jesus 

Children of Light find specifics about how to love others in the rest of Ephesians 5:  marriage, employers, 
children, others.  In painting a “love picture,” Ephesians use our ultimate example of Love, Jesus. His love for 
the church (God’s children) is the model for how husbands are to love their wives.  

Husbands,	
  love	
  your	
  wives,	
  as	
  Christ	
  loved	
  the	
  church	
  and	
  gave	
  himself	
  up	
  for	
  her,	
  	
  that	
  he	
  might	
  sanctify	
  her,	
  having	
  
cleansed	
  her	
  by	
  the	
  washing	
  of	
  water	
  with	
  the	
  word,	
  	
  so	
  that	
  he	
  might	
  present	
  the	
  church	
  to	
  himself	
  in	
  splendor,	
  without	
  
spot	
  or	
  wrinkle	
  or	
  any	
  such	
  thing,	
  that	
  she	
  might	
  be	
  holy	
  and	
  without	
  blemish.	
  	
  In	
  the	
  same	
  way	
  husbands	
  should	
  love	
  
their	
  wives	
  as	
  their	
  own	
  bodies.	
  He	
  who	
  loves	
  his	
  wife	
  loves	
  himself.	
  	
  For	
  no	
  one	
  ever	
  hated	
  his	
  own	
  flesh,	
  but	
  nourishes	
  
and	
  cherishes	
  it,	
  just	
  as	
  Christ	
  does	
  the	
  church…	
  (Ephesians	
  5:15-­‐29).	
  	
  

Ø What did Jesus give for the one the He loved?  ______________________________________ 
Ø Why did He give that gift? What was His goal? ______________________________________ 

His love for mankind drove His humble sacrifice all the way to the cross for His beloved. 

To show God’s love for people, we have to walk like Jesus and love like Jesus. This may look like:  

- Learning the gestures and language of a people group, so you know how to communicate in humility. 
- Gratefully eating different food offered to you or traditional for a friend, so they are comfortable.  
- Participating and working hard, instead of sitting on the sidelines, avoiding looking foolish.  
- Dressing with care so others are respected and so your careful walk is evident. 
- Reaching out to build ridges with someone in ways that put them at ease. Consider: culture, age, 

background, faith, setting, etc.  

Though He is the Prince of Peace and the Maker of all things, Jesus lowered Himself to eat with people, work 
with people, travel with people, talk with people, listen to people, and live daily life with people. He even 
camped on a beach and cooked fresh fish for people! Just as faith without works is dead, so is love without 
works. Jesus loved actively, displaying the love of God to a waiting world.   

GIVE like Jesus 

Ø Don’t miss the amazing word that follows “gave” in the first line of the Ephesians 5 passage. Jesus gave 
_____________________! 
 

Ø Find out who was born to proclaim the coming of the Son of God. 

You	
  yourselves	
  bear	
  me	
  witness,	
  that	
  I	
  said,	
  ‘I	
  am	
  not	
  the	
  Christ,	
  but	
  I	
  have	
  been	
  sent	
  before	
  him.’	
  …	
  He	
  must	
  increase,	
  
but	
  I	
  must	
  decrease.”	
  (John	
  3:28-­‐30).	
  

	
  



Ø John the Baptist knew that to show God to the world, He had to let Jesus _____________ and let his 
own agenda _______________.  

o He ended up living in the wilderness. 
o He ate locusts and honey. 
o He wasn’t the kind of guy to fit in with the in-crowd. 
o He died a cruel death.  

 
Ø To proclaim the coming of God to man, John had to let Jesus be greater than himself.  

 
Ø Giving like Jesus may look like: 

 
 

o When talking with a friend in need, instead of getting caught up in telling your story or getting 
everyone to think you’re so entertaining, let the Jesus in you increase. Learn to listen out of 
humility and to give of your time and attention. 

o If serving on a ministry team, decrease the importance of having things your way and being 
comfortable. Ask Jesus to help you give of whatever you have, making His glory more important 
than yours. 

o When reaching out to people different than you or in a new culture, remember that Jesus took on 
the form of a servant and gave Himself up for us. Look for ways to serve the people you are 
with, and give up your own preferences to walk in love.  

Ø As Jesus finished His time on earth, He made a promise like a capstone on His love for people. Read His 
promise in John 14:3.  

And	
  if	
  I	
  go	
  and	
  prepare	
  a	
  place	
  for	
  you,	
  I	
  will	
  come	
  again	
  and	
  will	
  take	
  you	
  to	
  myself,	
  that	
  where	
  I	
  am	
  you	
  may	
  be	
  also	
  
(John	
  14:3).	
  

Ø To show God’s love for people, Jesus promised to ____________ again. 
Ø Real love comes back.  

 
o When Vacation Bible School is over, how do you respond when you see kids later that summer? 
o After telling a neighbor you’ll pray for them, do you?  Do you check back to show you care? 
o When serving in a different culture, do you find a way to stay connected, pray, or even go again?  

 
Ø Single acts of kindness are never wasted, but real Jesus-love returns.  

How	
  can	
  I	
  show	
  God’s	
  love	
  to	
  people?	
  

v Walk	
  like	
  Jesus	
  
v Love	
  like	
  Jesus	
  
v Give	
  like	
  Jesus	
  

Next	
  week	
  we’ll	
  ask:	
  “How	
  can	
  I	
  tell	
  God’s	
  love	
  to	
  people?”	
  	
  

Questions	
  to	
  ready	
  yourself:	
  

• If	
  you	
  were	
  unable	
  to	
  speak,	
  what	
  actions	
  in	
  your	
  life	
  would	
  show	
  God’s	
  love	
  to	
  people?	
  
• How	
  is	
  your	
  life’s	
  pattern	
  growing	
  more	
  like	
  Jesus?	
  	
  
• How	
  do	
  you	
  feel	
  about	
  decreasing	
  yourself	
  to	
  increase	
  God?	
  	
  
• Since	
  you	
  are	
  one	
  of	
  the	
  Children	
  of	
  Light,	
  where	
  is	
  your	
  “city	
  on	
  a	
  hill”	
  to	
  shine	
  your	
  light?	
  



(You	
  might	
  want	
  to	
  reflect	
  on	
  these	
  	
  questions	
  in	
  a	
  journal,	
  discuss	
  them	
  with	
  a	
  team	
  you’re	
  a	
  part	
  of,	
  or	
  
share	
  them	
  with	
  a	
  friend.)	
  

A	
  Prayer	
  to	
  set	
  your	
  heart:	
  

Great	
  God	
  of	
  love,	
  	
  
I	
  want	
  to	
  imitate	
  You.	
  I	
  want	
  to	
  walk	
  in	
  love,	
  understand	
  what	
  Your	
  will	
  is,	
  and	
  make	
  my	
  life	
  a	
  pleasing	
  sacrifice	
  
to	
  You.	
  Would	
  you	
  increase	
  my	
  boldness	
  to	
  shine	
  like	
  a	
  city	
  on	
  a	
  hill?	
  Forgive	
  me	
  for	
  times	
  when	
  I	
  hide	
  my	
  light	
  
and	
  make	
  myself	
  more	
  important	
  than	
  You.	
  I’m	
  ashamed	
  to	
  say	
  it’s	
  against	
  my	
  nature	
  to	
  decrease	
  myself,	
  but	
  
I	
  want	
  You	
  to	
  increase.	
  Before	
  I	
  run	
  ahead	
  to	
  telling	
  about	
  You,	
  help	
  me	
  to	
  practice	
  what	
  it	
  is	
  to	
  show	
  You.	
  	
  
	
  

Other	
  verses	
  to	
  learn	
  more	
  about	
  what	
  all	
  people	
  share:	
  
Philippians	
  2:5-­‐11	
  

James	
  2:15-­‐17	
  
Ephesians	
  4:1-­‐3	
  

John	
  14:24	
  

Week #6 
It	
  comes	
  in	
  flavors	
  like	
  mango,	
  raspberry,	
  and	
  lemonade,	
  cool	
  sweetness	
  to	
  refresh	
  the	
  sweaty	
  
crowd	
  outside	
  the	
  shop.	
  The	
  Italian	
  Ice	
  store,	
  where	
  my	
  daughter	
  JoHanna	
  works,	
  wants	
  
people	
  to	
  know	
  they	
  have	
  what	
  they	
  need.	
  They	
  need	
  to	
  be	
  shown	
  and	
  told,	
  so	
  the	
  owner	
  
sends	
  Jo	
  out	
  with	
  a	
  tray	
  full	
  of	
  samples,	
  knowing	
  the	
  thirsty	
  people	
  will	
  look	
  at	
  and	
  listen	
  to	
  
someone	
  who	
  knows	
  what	
  it	
  is	
  to	
  have	
  the	
  heat	
  quenched.	
  

Walking	
  among	
  the	
  people	
  of	
  all	
  ages,	
  she	
  offers	
  cups	
  of	
  frosty	
  goodness	
  to	
  the	
  hot	
  and	
  
thirsty.	
  At	
  first	
  some	
  seem	
  uninterested,	
  until	
  they	
  see	
  the	
  tray	
  of	
  cups	
  filled	
  with	
  icy	
  peaks,	
  
carried	
  by	
  my	
  own	
  Jo	
  who	
  knows	
  the	
  power	
  of	
  the	
  treats	
  she	
  carries.	
  One	
  by	
  one	
  they	
  reach	
  
out	
  to	
  sample	
  her	
  gift.	
  Smiling	
  and	
  speaking	
  first,	
  she	
  invites	
  the	
  perspiring	
  people	
  to	
  savor	
  the	
  
taste,	
  telling	
  them	
  about	
  her	
  favorite	
  flavors	
  and	
  how	
  she	
  knows	
  from	
  experience	
  that	
  it	
  will	
  
quench	
  their	
  thirst	
  and	
  cool	
  the	
  heat.	
  While	
  their	
  taste	
  buds	
  start	
  to	
  wake	
  up	
  to	
  the	
  goodness	
  
they’ve	
  received,	
  people	
  see	
  her	
  sincerity	
  and	
  hear	
  her	
  experience,	
  and	
  they	
  want	
  to	
  taste	
  
more.	
  	
  

Having	
  gone	
  out	
  into	
  the	
  sweltering	
  square	
  to	
  show	
  and	
  share	
  her	
  treasure,	
  she	
  comes	
  back	
  
into	
  the	
  store,	
  followed	
  by	
  the	
  new	
  believers	
  thirsty	
  for	
  more.	
  	
  

Once	
  we	
  show	
  God’s	
  love	
  to	
  people,	
  it’s	
  time	
  to	
  tell	
  them	
  how	
  Jesus	
  has	
  quenched	
  our	
  thirst	
  
and	
  how	
  we’ve	
  experienced	
  God’s	
  love.	
  	
  It’s	
  time	
  to	
  speak.	
  	
  

	
  	
  



Week	
  #	
  6	
  	
  -­‐	
  	
  How	
  can	
  I	
  tell	
  God’s	
  love	
  to	
  people?	
  	
  

To	
  reach	
  people	
  we	
  have	
  to	
  be	
  ready	
  to	
  tell	
  them	
  what	
  God	
  has	
  done	
  for	
  us	
  and	
  for	
  them.	
  	
  We	
  want	
  to	
  know	
  
how	
  to	
  tell	
  of	
  His	
  love,	
  because	
  we	
  have	
  experienced	
  life	
  change.	
  	
  

Telling	
  God’s	
  love	
  begins	
  in	
  the	
  heart	
  

Read	
  2	
  Corinthians	
  5:17	
  –	
  “Therefore,	
  if	
  anyone	
  is	
  in	
  Christ,	
  he	
  is	
  a	
  new	
  creation.	
  The	
  old	
  has	
  passed	
  away;	
  behold,	
  the	
  
new	
  has	
  come.”	
  

Ø Our	
  old	
  heart	
  wouldn’t	
  care	
  about	
  helping	
  the	
  thirsty	
  find	
  Living	
  Water,	
  but	
  if	
  we’re	
  in	
  Christ,	
  we	
  are	
  a	
  
________________________________.	
  	
  	
  

Ø Our	
  heart	
  and	
  our	
  thoughts	
  have	
  changed,	
  so	
  we	
  will	
  see	
  and	
  care	
  about	
  the	
  needy.	
  
Ø When	
  speaking	
  about	
  the	
  transformation	
  required	
  to	
  be	
  one	
  of	
  God’s	
  people,	
  look	
  at	
  what	
  the	
  Bible	
  

says	
  about	
  the	
  condition	
  of	
  the	
  heart.	
  	
  
o 	
  “And	
  I	
  will	
  give	
  you	
  a	
  new	
  heart,	
  and	
  a	
  new	
  spirit	
  I	
  will	
  put	
  within	
  you.	
  And	
  I	
  will	
  remove	
  the	
  heart	
  of	
  

stone	
  from	
  your	
  flesh	
  and	
  give	
  you	
  a	
  heart	
  of	
  flesh”	
  (Ezekiel	
  36:26).	
  	
  
o God	
  wants	
  to	
  give	
  us	
  a	
  ____________	
  heart	
  that	
  results	
  in	
  wanting	
  to	
  share	
  his	
  love.	
  	
  

Telling	
  God’s	
  love	
  takes	
  skill	
  

Ø Once	
  we	
  experience	
  His	
  love,	
  what	
  is	
  the	
  new	
  task	
  or	
  responsibility	
  that	
  God	
  gives	
  to	
  us?	
  Find	
  out	
  in	
  
the	
  next	
  verse	
  of	
  2	
  Corinthians	
  5.	
  

“All	
  this	
  is	
  from	
  God,	
  who	
  through	
  Christ	
  reconciled	
  us	
  to	
  himself	
  and	
  gave	
  us	
  the	
  ministry	
  of	
  reconciliation...”	
  (v.18).	
  	
  

Ø If	
  we	
  have	
  a	
  relationship	
  with	
  Jesus	
  Christ,	
  then	
  God	
  wants	
  us	
  to	
  have	
  the	
  ____________________	
  of	
  
reconciliation.	
  	
  

Ø Reconciliation	
  joins	
  what	
  was	
  once	
  separated,	
  bringing	
  it	
  back	
  to	
  what	
  it	
  should	
  be,	
  making	
  what	
  was	
  offensive	
  
acceptable	
  and	
  creating	
  peace.	
  	
  If	
  we	
  are	
  a	
  _________	
  creation,	
  we	
  know	
  what	
  it	
  is	
  to	
  be	
  _______________	
  to	
  
Jesus.	
  

Ø God	
  has	
  given	
  each	
  of	
  His	
  own	
  a	
  gift	
  to	
  use	
  in	
  sharing	
  His	
  love	
  to	
  the	
  world.	
  	
  

“Now	
  there	
  are	
  varieties	
  of	
  gifts,	
  but	
  the	
  same	
  Spirit;	
  	
  and	
  there	
  are	
  varieties	
  of	
  service,	
  but	
  the	
  same	
  Lord;	
  	
  and	
  there	
  are	
  
varieties	
  of	
  activities,	
  but	
  it	
  is	
  the	
  same	
  God	
  who	
  empowers	
  them	
  all	
  in	
  everyone.	
  To	
  each	
  is	
  given	
  the	
  manifestation	
  of	
  
the	
  Spirit	
  for	
  the	
  common	
  good”	
  (1	
  Corinthians	
  12:4-­‐7).	
  	
  

o Who	
  is	
  responsible	
  to	
  give	
  gifts	
  to	
  be	
  used?	
  
o Who	
  empowers	
  a	
  gift?	
  
o How	
  many	
  people	
  receive	
  a	
  gift	
  to	
  use?	
  
o What	
  are	
  the	
  gifts	
  for?	
  

	
  
Ø God	
  gives	
  us	
  a	
  ministry	
  of	
  ________________________________	
  (describe	
  reconciliation	
  in	
  your	
  own	
  words)	
  

and	
  He	
  gives	
  us	
  the	
  skill	
  to	
  help	
  get	
  the	
  message	
  out.	
  	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  



Telling	
  God’s	
  love	
  takes	
  speech	
  

Ø As	
  those	
  who	
  know	
  what	
  restoration	
  is	
  like,	
  we	
  have	
  a	
  job	
  to	
  do.	
  An	
  ambassador	
  is	
  one	
  who	
  represents	
  
and	
  speaks	
  on	
  behalf	
  of	
  another.	
  Read	
  2	
  Corinthians	
  5:19-­‐20	
  to	
  discover	
  how	
  God	
  wants	
  us	
  to	
  take	
  the	
  
message	
  to	
  people.	
  

“in	
  Christ	
  God	
  was	
  reconciling	
  the	
  world	
  to	
  himself...	
  20	
  Therefore,	
  we	
  are	
  ambassadors	
  for	
  Christ,	
  God	
  making	
  his	
  appeal	
  
through	
  us.	
  We	
  implore	
  you	
  on	
  behalf	
  of	
  Christ,	
  be	
  reconciled	
  to	
  God”	
  (2	
  Cor.	
  5:19-­‐20).	
  	
  

Ø We	
  are	
  God’s	
  _______________________	
  for	
  _______________,	
  delivering	
  his	
  ____________	
  to	
  the	
  world.	
  
Ø Look	
  back	
  to	
  the	
  beginning	
  of	
  verse	
  20.	
  What’s	
  the	
  first	
  word?	
  ______________________	
  

o That	
  means	
  because	
  what	
  I	
  just	
  said	
  is	
  true,	
  the	
  obvious	
  next	
  thing	
  to	
  do	
  is	
  this.	
  	
  
o Since	
  we	
  have	
  the	
  ministry	
  of	
  (look	
  before	
  “therefore”)	
  ___________________,	
  the	
  obvious	
  

thing	
  to	
  do	
  is	
  to	
  act	
  like	
  an	
  (look	
  after	
  the	
  “therefore”)	
  _________________________	
  for	
  Christ.	
  	
  
	
  

Ø Once	
  we’ve	
  shown	
  what	
  God	
  is	
  like,	
  we	
  need	
  to	
  tell	
  about	
  the	
  love	
  we’ve	
  experienced.	
  
	
  
	
  

Ø How	
  we	
  talk	
  reflects	
  on	
  the	
  message	
  we	
  carry	
  to	
  people.	
  	
  What	
  should	
  our	
  speech	
  be	
  like?	
  	
  
	
  

o Proverbs	
  8:13	
  –	
  What	
  kind	
  of	
  speech	
  does	
  God	
  hate?	
  	
  ________________________	
  
o Proverbs	
  22:11	
  –	
  What	
  kind	
  of	
  speech	
  makes	
  people	
  listen?	
  _________________________	
  
o 1	
  Corinthians	
  2:3-­‐5	
  –	
  Who	
  should	
  be	
  exalted	
  in	
  our	
  speech?	
  _________________________	
  
o 2	
  Timothy	
  4:12	
  –	
  Who	
  is	
  expected	
  to	
  have	
  excellent	
  speech?	
  __________________	
  
o Titus	
  2:7-­‐8	
  –	
  What	
  does	
  good	
  speech	
  do?	
  _________________________________	
  

	
  
Ø What	
  would	
  people	
  think	
  about	
  God	
  if	
  they	
  just	
  listened	
  to	
  the	
  way	
  you	
  talk?	
  	
  

	
  
Ø How	
  can	
  we	
  practice	
  the	
  kind	
  of	
  speech	
  that	
  will	
  show	
  and	
  tell	
  God’s	
  message	
  to	
  the	
  world?	
  

“Walk	
  in	
  wisdom	
  toward	
  outsiders,	
  making	
  the	
  best	
  use	
  of	
  the	
  time.	
  Let	
  your	
  speech	
  always	
  be	
  gracious,	
  seasoned	
  with	
  
salt,	
  so	
  that	
  you	
  may	
  know	
  how	
  you	
  ought	
  to	
  answer	
  each	
  person”	
  (Colossians	
  4:5-­‐6).	
  	
  

§ Walking	
  refers	
  to	
  our	
  manner	
  of	
  life.	
  How	
  should	
  we	
  be	
  living?	
  ________________	
  
§ Who	
  should	
  we	
  consider	
  in	
  special	
  way?	
  _____________________________	
  
§ What	
  2	
  adjectives	
  describe	
  the	
  kind	
  of	
  speech	
  God	
  loves?	
  	
  

• 	
  	
  	
  
• 	
  	
  	
  

§ How	
  often	
  should	
  our	
  speech	
  be	
  this	
  way?	
  	
  
§ To	
  be	
  “making	
  the	
  best	
  use	
  of	
  the	
  time”	
  means	
  we	
  make	
  the	
  most	
  of	
  every	
  opportunity.	
  	
  
§ “So	
  that”	
  introduces	
  the	
  REASON	
  for	
  practicing	
  wise,	
  gracious,	
  salty	
  speech.	
  What	
  is	
  it?	
  

	
  

	
  



Ø Salt	
  seasons	
  and	
  flavors	
  what	
  it	
  is	
  added	
  to.	
  	
  	
  Ambassadors	
  of	
  God	
  season	
  the	
  world	
  with	
  His	
  love.	
  
Ø Salt	
  preserves.	
  	
  	
  Ambassadors	
  of	
  God	
  help	
  to	
  preserve	
  life	
  and	
  truth.	
  	
  
Ø Read	
  Matthew	
  5:13	
  to	
  find	
  out:	
  	
  

o Who	
  is	
  the	
  seasoning	
  of	
  the	
  earth?	
  	
  
o Is	
  it	
  possible	
  to	
  stop	
  seasoning	
  the	
  world	
  around	
  us?	
  

“You	
  are	
  the	
  salt	
  of	
  the	
  earth,	
  but	
  if	
  salt	
  has	
  lost	
  its	
  taste,	
  how	
  shall	
  its	
  saltiness	
  be	
  restored?	
  It	
  is	
  no	
  longer	
  good	
  for	
  
anything	
  except	
  to	
  be	
  thrown	
  out	
  and	
  trampled	
  under	
  people's	
  feet.	
  

If	
  we	
  have	
  a	
  new	
  heart,	
  we	
  have	
  been	
  given	
  the	
  skill	
  to	
  speak	
  as	
  ambassadors	
  for	
  Christ.	
  

What	
  to	
  share:	
  	
  

õ God’s	
  story	
  –	
  Share	
  the	
  basic	
  story	
  of	
  who	
  God	
  is,	
  how	
  He	
  made	
  man	
  to	
  be	
  worship	
  Him	
  and	
  know	
  
Him,	
  how	
  our	
  friendship	
  was	
  broken,	
  and	
  how	
  He	
  has	
  provided	
  a	
  way	
  for	
  us	
  to	
  be	
  restored.	
  	
  

o Memorize	
  2	
  Corinthians	
  5:21	
  to	
  share	
  the	
  gospel	
  in	
  a	
  single	
  sentence.	
  	
  
o Memorize	
  a	
  tool	
  like	
  the	
  Romans	
  Road,	
  so	
  that	
  you	
  are	
  equipped	
  and	
  ready	
  to	
  explain	
  God’s	
  

Story.	
  	
  See	
  the	
  suggested	
  resources.	
  	
  
o Practice	
  using	
  a	
  visual	
  like	
  the	
  Bridge	
  illustration	
  or	
  the	
  EvangeCube	
  to	
  use	
  in	
  sharing	
  the	
  story	
  

of	
  reconciliation.	
  	
  
õ Stories	
  of	
  the	
  Bible	
  –	
  The	
  stories	
  of	
  real	
  people	
  with	
  real	
  problems	
  give	
  us	
  glimpses	
  into	
  how	
  man	
  has	
  

lived	
  away	
  from	
  God	
  and	
  how	
  God	
  has	
  reached	
  out	
  to	
  man.	
  	
  	
  
o Be	
  a	
  story	
  teller	
  of	
  people	
  who	
  didn’t	
  deserve	
  God’s	
  love	
  but	
  whose	
  sin	
  was	
  covered	
  by	
  Jesus.	
  
o Tell	
  how	
  characters	
  throughout	
  history	
  have	
  been	
  changed	
  from	
  old	
  to	
  new.	
  	
  
o A	
  few	
  stories	
  you	
  can	
  share:	
  	
  Eve,	
  Noah,	
  David,	
  Jonah,	
  Ruth,	
  Paul,	
  Matthew,	
  Peter,	
  Zaccheus,	
  

the	
  Woman	
  at	
  the	
  Well,	
  Mary	
  Magdalene.	
  	
  
	
  

õ Your	
  story	
  –	
  Thirsty	
  people	
  want	
  to	
  hear	
  your	
  first-­‐hand	
  experience	
  of	
  receiving	
  Jesus,	
  the	
  Living	
  
Water.	
  	
  	
  

o Tell	
  what	
  it	
  was	
  like	
  to	
  be	
  “old”	
  or	
  what	
  you	
  WOULD	
  have	
  been	
  like,	
  if	
  it	
  wasn’t	
  for	
  having	
  Jesus	
  
reach	
  out	
  to	
  you	
  in	
  your	
  lost	
  condition	
  and	
  change	
  your	
  life.	
  	
  

o Let	
  people	
  hear	
  that	
  you	
  believe	
  in	
  what	
  you	
  share.	
  	
  
o Share	
  about	
  one	
  particular	
  scripture	
  truth	
  God	
  used	
  to	
  bring	
  you	
  to	
  Him,	
  or	
  share	
  about	
  one	
  

person	
  God	
  used	
  to	
  come	
  to	
  you	
  with	
  His	
  message.	
  
	
  

Thirsty	
  people	
  need	
  to	
  hear	
  of	
  the	
  Living	
  Water	
  Who	
  can	
  satisfy	
  their	
  thirst.	
  

With	
  a	
  new	
  heart	
  and	
  new	
  skill,	
  we	
  can	
  go	
  out	
  boldly	
  as	
  ambassadors	
  for	
  Christ.	
  

How	
  can	
  I	
  show	
  God’s	
  love	
  to	
  people?	
  	
  

õ Telling	
  God’s	
  love	
  begins	
  in	
  the	
  heart	
  
õ Telling	
  God’s	
  love	
  takes	
  skill	
  
õ Telling	
  God’s	
  love	
  takes	
  speech	
  



Next	
  week	
  we’ll	
  ask:	
  “Who	
  do	
  I	
  need	
  to	
  be	
  to	
  share	
  God’s	
  love?”	
  	
  

Questions	
  to	
  ready	
  yourself:	
  

• How	
  would	
  you	
  describe	
  the	
  way	
  God’s	
  love	
  satisfies	
  your	
  needs?	
  	
  
• What	
  can	
  you	
  say	
  about	
  Who	
  Jesus	
  Christ	
  is	
  to	
  you?	
  
• Give	
  a	
  short	
  description	
  of	
  what	
  God’s	
  story	
  is.	
  
• What	
  Bible	
  character	
  stands	
  out	
  to	
  you	
  as	
  a	
  life	
  changed?	
  	
  
• Describe	
  what	
  your	
  life	
  would	
  be	
  like	
  now	
  without	
  Jesus.	
  	
  
• What	
  skill	
  has	
  God	
  given	
  or	
  developed	
  in	
  you	
  that	
  you	
  could	
  use	
  to	
  share	
  His	
  message?	
  
• How	
  do	
  you	
  think	
  those	
  who	
  know	
  you	
  best	
  would	
  describe	
  your	
  speech	
  patterns?	
  

	
  

(You	
  might	
  want	
  to	
  reflect	
  on	
  these	
  in	
  a	
  journal,	
  discuss	
  them	
  with	
  a	
  team	
  you’re	
  a	
  part	
  of,	
  or	
  share	
  them	
  
with	
  a	
  friend.)	
  

A	
  Prayer	
  to	
  set	
  your	
  heart:	
  

Lord	
  of	
  my	
  words,	
  	
  
Thank	
  You	
  for	
  taking	
  away	
  my	
  old	
  heart	
  and	
  making	
  me	
  new.	
  Thank	
  You	
  for	
  giving	
  me	
  a	
  special	
  purpose	
  in	
  life,	
  
to	
  share	
  the	
  gift	
  of	
  reconciliation	
  through	
  Jesus	
  with	
  others.	
  Thank	
  You	
  for	
  giving	
  me	
  skill	
  to	
  use.	
  Please	
  
remove	
  inhibitions	
  I	
  have	
  to	
  use	
  my	
  skills	
  or	
  to	
  talk	
  about	
  the	
  hope	
  in	
  me.	
  Help	
  me	
  to	
  have	
  gracious	
  words,	
  
always	
  ready	
  to	
  season	
  the	
  world	
  around	
  me	
  and	
  share	
  the	
  Living	
  Water	
  I’ve	
  found.	
  I	
  want	
  to	
  represent	
  you	
  
well,	
  Lord,	
  so	
  fill	
  my	
  heart,	
  steer	
  my	
  actions,	
  and	
  control	
  my	
  tongue.	
  Use	
  me	
  to	
  bring	
  refreshment	
  to	
  those	
  
who	
  need	
  to	
  hear	
  about	
  You.	
  	
  

Other	
  verses	
  to	
  learn	
  more	
  about	
  what	
  all	
  people	
  share:	
  
2	
  Corinthians	
  5:21	
  

Proverbs	
  25:25	
  
John	
  4:7-­‐11,	
  13-­‐15	
  

John	
  7:37-­‐39	
  

Resources:	
  	
  

The	
  Bridge	
  

http://www.navigators.org/us/resources/illustrations/items/The%20Bridge%20to%20Life	
  	
  

http://www.billygrahamlibrary.org/PGView.aspx?pid=13	
  	
  

http://www.intervarsity.org/evangelism	
  (Click	
  on	
  “Training	
  Tools”	
  to	
  find	
  the	
  Bridge	
  and	
  many	
  other	
  resources.	
  )	
  

The	
  Romans	
  Road	
  

http://www.davidjeremiah.org/site/about/becoming_a_christian.aspx	
  	
  

http://www.teenmissions.org/resources/roman-­‐road-­‐to-­‐salvation/	
  	
  

EvangeCube	
  

http://www.evangecube.co.za/	
  	
  



Week #7 
I	
  was	
  a	
  failure	
  as	
  an	
  elf.	
  Being	
  a	
  friendly	
  high	
  school	
  student,	
  when	
  I	
  applied	
  to	
  work	
  in	
  Santa’s	
  
photo	
  booth	
  at	
  the	
  mall	
  during	
  Christmas,	
  I	
  was	
  easily	
  hired.	
  They	
  issued	
  me	
  a	
  pair	
  of	
  green	
  
tights,	
  a	
  red	
  ruffled	
  elf	
  skirt,	
  and	
  a	
  striped	
  hat.	
  I	
  brought	
  my	
  smile	
  and	
  a	
  pair	
  of	
  jingle	
  bell	
  
earrings.	
  As	
  far	
  as	
  looking	
  the	
  part	
  goes,	
  I	
  was	
  picture	
  worthy.	
  	
  

Surrounded	
  by	
  white	
  fluff	
  and	
  glitter	
  covered	
  lollipops,	
  the	
  booth	
  opened	
  to	
  the	
  delight	
  of	
  a	
  
long	
  line	
  of	
  hopeful	
  children	
  and	
  obligated	
  parents.	
  I	
  skillfully	
  arranged	
  children	
  on	
  Santa’s	
  
wide	
  thigh,	
  snapped	
  their	
  pictures,	
  put	
  prints	
  into	
  candy	
  cane	
  edged	
  frames,	
  and	
  took	
  
Christmas	
  money.	
  I	
  went	
  through	
  all	
  the	
  motions,	
  but	
  I	
  was	
  a	
  failure,	
  and	
  after	
  a	
  short	
  stint	
  as	
  
one	
  of	
  Santa’s	
  finest,	
  I	
  quit.	
  I	
  walked	
  out	
  in	
  my	
  green	
  tights,	
  leaving	
  St.	
  Nick	
  and	
  his	
  empty	
  foil	
  
covered	
  presents	
  behind.	
  I	
  have	
  no	
  regrets.	
  

The	
  problem	
  was	
  not	
  with	
  my	
  pointy	
  felt	
  hat	
  or	
  the	
  eager	
  hoards	
  of	
  children.	
  The	
  problem	
  was	
  
that	
  I	
  did	
  not	
  believe	
  in	
  Santa	
  and	
  never	
  had.	
  Santa	
  meant	
  nothing	
  to	
  me.	
  Despite	
  what	
  my	
  
costume	
  and	
  actions	
  led	
  people	
  to	
  believe,	
  the	
  sincerity	
  of	
  my	
  invitation	
  was	
  a	
  lot	
  like	
  the	
  
giant	
  candy	
  cane	
  pillars	
  beside	
  the	
  Christmas	
  throne	
  –	
  hollow.	
  	
  	
  

If	
  you’re	
  going	
  to	
  share	
  Jesus	
  with	
  people,	
  you	
  have	
  to	
  be	
  someone	
  who	
  believes	
  that	
  He	
  is	
  the	
  
Son	
  of	
  God	
  who	
  gave	
  His	
  life	
  to	
  change	
  yours.	
  You	
  have	
  to	
  be	
  someone	
  experiencing	
  God’s	
  
amazing	
  grace	
  in	
  your	
  own	
  life,	
  and	
  then	
  that	
  will	
  overflow	
  in	
  “joy	
  to	
  the	
  world.”	
  	
  A	
  costume	
  
just	
  gets	
  in	
  the	
  way	
  and	
  covers	
  up	
  imposters.	
  	
  To	
  share	
  Jesus,	
  you	
  have	
  to	
  know	
  and	
  love	
  Him.	
  

	
  	
  

Week	
  #	
  7	
  -­‐	
  	
  Who	
  do	
  I	
  need	
  to	
  be	
  to	
  share?	
  	
  

To	
  share	
  Christ,	
  we	
  have	
  to	
  be	
  in	
  Christ.	
  	
  

Last	
  week	
  we	
  looked	
  at	
  2	
  Corinthians	
  5	
  and	
  found	
  that	
  we	
  have	
  to	
  have	
  our	
  old	
  self	
  changed	
  to	
  a	
  new	
  self,	
  
receiving	
  the	
  special	
  commission	
  to	
  bring	
  reconciliation	
  to	
  others	
  as	
  ambassadors	
  on	
  God’s	
  behalf.	
  	
  It’s	
  a	
  
passionate	
  picture	
  that’s	
  painted	
  of	
  one	
  who	
  really	
  believes	
  in	
  the	
  truth	
  they	
  share,	
  who	
  longs	
  for	
  others	
  to	
  
know	
  the	
  gift	
  they’ve	
  found.	
  There	
  is	
  no	
  going	
  through	
  the	
  motions	
  here.	
  	
  Ambassadors	
  are	
  people	
  who	
  are	
  
the	
  “real	
  deal.”	
  	
  

Look	
  at	
  what	
  2	
  Timothy	
  2:21	
  has	
  to	
  say	
  about	
  the	
  result	
  of	
  being	
  cleansed	
  from	
  our	
  dishonor	
  and	
  sin.	
  	
  

Therefore,	
  if	
  anyone	
  cleanses	
  himself	
  from	
  what	
  is	
  dishonorable,	
  he	
  will	
  be	
  a	
  vessel	
  for	
  honorable	
  use,	
  set	
  apart	
  as	
  
holy,	
  useful	
  to	
  the	
  master	
  of	
  the	
  house,	
  ready	
  for	
  every	
  good	
  work.	
  

Ø Clean	
  people	
  can	
  be	
  a	
  ______________________	
  for	
  honorable	
  use.	
  
Ø Clean	
  people	
  are	
  set	
  apart	
  to	
  be	
  ________________________.	
  



Ø Clean	
  people	
  are	
  ________________	
  to	
  the	
  ________________	
  of	
  the	
  house.	
  
Ø Clean	
  people	
  are	
  __________________	
  for	
  _________________	
  work.	
  

To	
  share	
  Christ,	
  we	
  have	
  to	
  be	
  clean,	
  and	
  that	
  only	
  happens	
  when	
  we	
  are	
  in	
  Him.	
  	
  

To	
  share	
  Christ,	
  we	
  have	
  to	
  be	
  a	
  branch	
  from	
  Christ.	
  

In	
  your	
  own	
  copy	
  of	
  God’s	
  Word	
  (Aren’t	
  you	
  blessed	
  to	
  have	
  one??)	
  read	
  John	
  15:1-­‐11.	
  As	
  you	
  read,	
  think	
  of	
  
“abiding”	
  as	
  “staying	
  or	
  remaining.”	
  	
  

Ø If	
  we	
  are	
  not	
  abiding	
  in	
  Christ	
  (the	
  Vine),	
  what	
  happens	
  to	
  us?	
  (vv.	
  2	
  &	
  6)	
  

Ø What’s	
  necessary	
  for	
  us	
  (the	
  branches)	
  to	
  bear	
  fruit	
  (good	
  things)?	
  (vv.	
  4	
  &	
  5)	
  

Ø What	
  can	
  we	
  accomplish	
  if	
  we	
  aren’t	
  staying	
  close	
  to	
  and	
  getting	
  our	
  life’s	
  nourishment	
  from	
  Jesus	
  (the	
  

Vine)?	
  (v.5)	
  

Ø How	
  is	
  God	
  glorified?	
  	
  (v.	
  8)	
  

Ø What	
  does	
  the	
  production	
  of	
  fruit	
  show	
  about	
  a	
  person?	
  (v.	
  8)	
  

Ø What	
  would	
  the	
  absence	
  of	
  fruit	
  say	
  about	
  someone	
  claiming	
  to	
  be	
  a	
  “branch?”	
  

Ø What	
  do	
  we	
  do	
  so	
  we	
  abide	
  in	
  God’s	
  love?	
  (v.	
  10)	
  

Ø Who	
  is	
  our	
  example	
  of	
  someone	
  staying	
  in	
  God’s	
  love?	
  (v.	
  10)	
  

Ø What	
  results	
  in	
  us	
  when	
  we	
  abide	
  in	
  Christ	
  this	
  way?	
  	
  (v.	
  11)	
  

People	
  may	
  put	
  on	
  the	
  appearance	
  of	
  a	
  disciple	
  of	
  Christ	
  and	
  go	
  through	
  all	
  the	
  motions	
  of	
  sharing,	
  but	
  if	
  they	
  
aren’t	
  a	
  branch	
  growing	
  and	
  living	
  in	
  the	
  Vine,	
  their	
  fruit	
  will	
  just	
  be	
  like	
  an	
  empty	
  gift	
  box.	
  	
  There	
  are	
  times	
  
when	
  God	
  still	
  graciously	
  uses	
  the	
  message	
  of	
  the	
  gospel	
  in	
  people’s	
  lives,	
  despite	
  its	
  delivery,	
  in	
  spite	
  of	
  man’s	
  
deceitfulness.	
  However,	
  He	
  wants	
  us	
  to	
  be	
  branches	
  who	
  abide	
  in	
  Him,	
  the	
  true	
  Vine,	
  so	
  we	
  will	
  be	
  truly	
  
fruitful.	
  	
  As	
  we	
  are	
  obedient	
  to	
  Him,	
  we	
  grow	
  in	
  a	
  holy	
  way	
  and	
  stay	
  near	
  Him,	
  bearing	
  fruit.	
  	
  

To	
  share	
  Christ,	
  we	
  have	
  to	
  abide	
  in	
  Christ.	
  	
  

To	
  share,	
  we	
  have	
  to	
  be	
  a	
  servant	
  of	
  Christ.	
  

Even	
  Jesus	
  didn’t	
  simply	
  tell	
  people	
  about	
  His	
  love	
  and	
  His	
  plan	
  to	
  redeem	
  them.	
  He	
  served	
  them,	
  doing	
  good	
  
works	
  to	
  demonstrate	
  His	
  love.	
  Our	
  good	
  works	
  show	
  the	
  world	
  that	
  we	
  completely	
  believe	
  in	
  the	
  One	
  we	
  
represent	
  and	
  are	
  passionate	
  about	
  the	
  life	
  we	
  invite	
  them	
  to	
  experience.	
  	
  

Ø 1	
  John	
  4:19	
  –	
  What	
  is	
  the	
  reason	
  we	
  love	
  others?	
  

Ø 1	
  John	
  3:18	
  -­‐	
  What’s	
  the	
  better	
  way	
  to	
  love?	
  	
  

Ø 1	
  John	
  3:10,	
  11,	
  14,	
  17	
  –	
  What	
  does	
  serving	
  others	
  (loving	
  them)	
  show?	
  	
  

Ø Read	
  1	
  Corinthians	
  13:1-­‐3.	
  	
  If	
  we	
  provide	
  all	
  the	
  “right”	
  services	
  without	
  love,	
  what	
  are	
  we	
  compared	
  to	
  

and	
  what	
  do	
  we	
  produce?	
  	
  

	
  



A	
  lot	
  of	
  things	
  could	
  control	
  us,	
  but	
  if	
  we	
  follow	
  Christ,	
  what	
  does	
  2	
  Corinthians	
  5:14	
  say	
  should	
  control	
  us?	
  	
  

	
  

James	
  warns	
  against	
  seeing	
  needs	
  within	
  our	
  reach,	
  but	
  just	
  neglecting	
  them.	
  	
  

If	
  a	
  brother	
  or	
  sister	
  is	
  poorly	
  clothed	
  and	
  lacking	
  in	
  daily	
  food,	
  	
  	
  and	
  one	
  of	
  you	
  says	
  to	
  them,	
  “Go	
  in	
  peace,	
  be	
  
warmed	
  and	
  filled,”	
  without	
  giving	
  them	
  the	
  things	
  needed	
  for	
  the	
  body,	
  what	
  good	
  is	
  that?	
  	
  So	
  also	
  faith	
  by	
  
itself,	
  if	
  it	
  does	
  not	
  have	
  works,	
  is	
  dead	
  (James	
  2:15-­‐17).	
  

To	
  share	
  truth	
  with	
  people,	
  we	
  have	
  to	
  be	
  a	
  servant	
  of	
  Christ.	
  	
  	
  A	
  true	
  disciple	
  follows	
  Jesus,	
  stays	
  (abides)	
  with	
  Him,	
  and	
  
serves	
  like	
  Him.	
  	
  So	
  that	
  you	
  know	
  what	
  kind	
  of	
  servant	
  qualities	
  make	
  you	
  like	
  Jesus,	
  read	
  Philippians	
  2:	
  7-­‐8	
  below:	
  

…	
  emptied	
  himself,	
  by	
  taking	
  the	
  form	
  of	
  a	
  servant,	
  being	
  born	
  in	
  the	
  likeness	
  of	
  men.	
  	
  And	
  being	
  found	
  in	
  human	
  
form,	
  he	
  humbled	
  himself	
  by	
  becoming	
  obedient	
  to	
  the	
  point	
  of	
  death,	
  even	
  death	
  on	
  a	
  cross.	
  

Ø Jesus	
  _____________	
  himself	
  and	
  _________________	
  himself.	
  	
  
Ø Jesus	
  took	
  the	
  form	
  of	
  ______________________	
  and	
  was	
  found	
  in	
  __________________	
  form.	
  	
  
Ø Jesus	
  served	
  to	
  the	
  point	
  of	
  ____________________.	
  

	
  

If	
  you’re	
  working	
  through	
  Ready	
  Set	
  REACH!	
  you	
  are	
  already	
  someone	
  who	
  wants	
  to	
  be	
  a	
  fruitful	
  branch	
  in	
  
Christ,	
  serving	
  others.	
  	
  	
  

God	
  isn’t	
  looking	
  for	
  people	
  to	
  dress	
  up	
  in	
  a	
  costume	
  and	
  play	
  the	
  part	
  of	
  someone	
  they	
  aren’t.	
  	
  

God	
  isn’t	
  looking	
  for	
  people	
  to	
  take	
  center	
  stage	
  and	
  draw	
  attention	
  to	
  themselves.	
  	
  

God	
  isn’t	
  looking	
  for	
  people	
  who	
  are	
  perfect	
  or	
  have	
  it	
  all	
  together.	
  	
  

He’s	
  looking	
  for	
  people	
  who	
  believe	
  He	
  has	
  the	
  power	
  to	
  change	
  lives	
  and	
  have	
  experienced	
  it.	
  	
  

He’s	
  looking	
  for	
  humble	
  humans	
  who	
  know	
  they	
  need	
  Him	
  and	
  want	
  to	
  be	
  a	
  vessel	
  He	
  shines	
  through.	
  	
  

He’s	
  looking	
  for	
  those	
  who	
  are	
  living	
  and	
  growing	
  in	
  Him.	
  

Who	
  do	
  you	
  need	
  to	
  be	
  to	
  share	
  the	
  truth	
  of	
  God’s	
  love	
  with	
  people?	
  	
  

Be	
  a	
  servant	
  of	
  Christ,	
  who	
  is	
  a	
  branch	
  from	
  Christ,	
  because	
  you	
  are	
  in	
  Christ.	
  	
  

	
  

Who	
  do	
  I	
  need	
  to	
  be	
  to	
  share?	
  	
  

õ To	
  share,	
  be	
  in	
  Christ.	
  
õ To	
  share,	
  abide	
  in	
  Christ.	
  
õ To	
  share,	
  serve	
  in	
  Christ.	
  

Next	
  week	
  we’ll	
  ask:	
  “Who	
  should	
  I	
  reach?”	
  	
  



Questions	
  to	
  ready	
  yourself:	
  

• Am	
  I	
  sure	
  that	
  I	
  am	
  “in	
  Christ,”	
  that	
  my	
  life	
  is	
  clean	
  and	
  new	
  in	
  Him?	
  
• How	
  am	
  I	
  doing	
  keeping	
  His	
  commands	
  to	
  live	
  a	
  holy	
  life	
  that	
  abides	
  in	
  Him?	
  
• What	
  are	
  my	
  regular	
  habits	
  like;	
  does	
  my	
  life	
  show	
  regular	
  abiding,	
  or	
  stop	
  and	
  start	
  growing?	
  
• When	
  I	
  see	
  someone	
  in	
  need,	
  what	
  are	
  my	
  thoughts?	
  	
  
• In	
  what	
  ways	
  do	
  I	
  serve	
  in	
  the	
  “Jesus	
  way,”	
  and	
  in	
  what	
  ways	
  am	
  I	
  a	
  noisy	
  cymbal?	
  
• What	
  could	
  I	
  do	
  differently	
  in	
  my	
  daily	
  routines	
  so	
  that	
  I	
  abide	
  in	
  Christ	
  more	
  consistently?	
  

(You	
  might	
  want	
  to	
  reflect	
  on	
  these	
  in	
  a	
  journal,	
  discuss	
  them	
  with	
  a	
  team	
  you’re	
  a	
  part	
  of,	
  or	
  share	
  them	
  
with	
  a	
  friend.)	
  

A	
  Prayer	
  to	
  set	
  your	
  heart:	
  

Father,	
  	
  
You	
  are	
  the	
  Gardener	
  and	
  the	
  Vine	
  Dresser	
  Who	
  gives	
  me	
  what	
  I	
  need.	
  Thank	
  You	
  for	
  feeding	
  me	
  through	
  the	
  
life	
  of	
  Your	
  Son	
  Jesus.	
  I	
  know	
  that	
  I	
  will	
  just	
  wither	
  if	
  I’m	
  away	
  from	
  You,	
  and	
  I	
  won’t	
  produce	
  fruit	
  apart	
  from	
  
You.	
  	
  Sometimes	
  I	
  drift	
  from	
  you;	
  help	
  me	
  to	
  know	
  when	
  I’m	
  wandering,	
  and	
  draw	
  me	
  back.	
  I	
  don’t	
  just	
  want	
  
to	
  bear	
  a	
  little	
  fruit;	
  I	
  want	
  to	
  bear	
  the	
  “much	
  fruit”	
  You	
  talk	
  about.	
  Help	
  me	
  grow	
  into	
  the	
  kind	
  of	
  branch	
  You	
  
want	
  to	
  use	
  to	
  share	
  truth	
  with	
  others,	
  to	
  respond	
  to	
  needs	
  around	
  me	
  as	
  a	
  servant	
  with	
  a	
  heart	
  and	
  mind	
  like	
  
Jesus.	
  	
  

Other	
  verses	
  to	
  learn	
  more	
  about	
  what	
  all	
  people	
  share:	
  
1	
  John	
  3:10-­‐18	
  

Acts	
  1:8-­‐14	
  
2	
  Corinthians	
  12:9-­‐10	
  

2	
  Corinthians	
  4:6-­‐7	
  

	
  

Week #8 
Remember	
  the	
  story	
  of	
  how	
  the	
  fisherman	
  pulled	
  me	
  to	
  safety	
  back	
  in	
  Week	
  #1?	
  I	
  didn’t	
  tell	
  
you	
  everything.	
  I	
  wasn’t	
  the	
  only	
  one	
  drowning.	
  Caught	
  with	
  me	
  in	
  the	
  undertow	
  was	
  my	
  
young	
  friend,	
  just	
  a	
  year	
  older,	
  who	
  could	
  also	
  barely	
  swim.	
  And	
  by	
  the	
  time	
  the	
  fisherman	
  
reached	
  for	
  me,	
  my	
  dad	
  and	
  two	
  other	
  men	
  had	
  come	
  to	
  attempt	
  our	
  rescue,	
  only	
  to	
  be	
  
sucked	
  under	
  with	
  us.	
  When	
  the	
  lone	
  fisherman	
  made	
  his	
  was	
  out	
  onto	
  the	
  soaked,	
  barnacle	
  
covered	
  jetty,	
  he	
  faced	
  a	
  group	
  of	
  five	
  drowning	
  people,	
  and	
  he	
  had	
  to	
  choose.	
  Who	
  should	
  be	
  
the	
  one	
  he	
  reached	
  for?	
  He	
  reached	
  for	
  me.	
  	
  

I’ve	
  wondered	
  how	
  he	
  chose.	
  	
  I	
  was	
  the	
  only	
  girl,	
  and	
  I	
  was	
  the	
  smallest,	
  but	
  I	
  don’t	
  think	
  that	
  
was	
  it.	
  Like	
  it	
  was	
  last	
  night,	
  I	
  can	
  see	
  the	
  waves	
  and	
  the	
  shouting	
  faces	
  around	
  me,	
  and	
  I	
  
remember.	
  I	
  was	
  the	
  one	
  closest	
  to	
  the	
  jetty.	
  The	
  waves	
  washed	
  me	
  to	
  the	
  man	
  first,	
  and	
  he	
  
reached	
  for	
  me.	
  	
  



Once	
  he	
  extended	
  himself	
  to	
  take	
  hold	
  of	
  me	
  and	
  wrestle	
  me	
  from	
  the	
  waves,	
  he	
  lifted	
  me	
  on	
  
to	
  the	
  jetty,	
  and	
  then	
  he	
  turned	
  away	
  from	
  the	
  others.	
  	
  He	
  carried	
  me	
  to	
  safety,	
  and	
  then	
  he	
  
went	
  back	
  for	
  more.	
  Some,	
  like	
  my	
  dad,	
  were	
  injured	
  as	
  the	
  waves	
  hurled	
  them	
  against	
  the	
  
sharp	
  jetty,	
  but	
  the	
  fisherman	
  was	
  their	
  way	
  of	
  rescue.	
  One	
  by	
  one,	
  he	
  reached	
  for	
  the	
  next	
  
one,	
  until	
  they	
  were	
  all	
  saved.	
  Not	
  a	
  single	
  one	
  of	
  us	
  was	
  lost	
  that	
  day.	
  	
  

We	
  know	
  that	
  people	
  in	
  our	
  neighborhoods,	
  our	
  cities,	
  and	
  our	
  world	
  are	
  in	
  need	
  of	
  rescue.	
  
How	
  will	
  you	
  know	
  who	
  to	
  reach?	
  	
  

	
  	
  

Week	
  #	
  8	
  -­‐	
  Who	
  should	
  I	
  reach?	
  	
  

Jesus	
  was	
  faced	
  with	
  this	
  question	
  every	
  day	
  of	
  His	
  life	
  on	
  earth.	
  Though	
  we	
  know	
  “God	
  so	
  loved	
  the	
  world,”	
  
Jesus	
  was	
  followed	
  persistently	
  by	
  needy	
  crowds.	
  Since	
  He	
  took	
  on	
  the	
  form	
  of	
  a	
  man	
  (Philippians	
  2:5-­‐8),	
  He	
  
accepted	
  many	
  of	
  the	
  limitations	
  we	
  experience;	
  He	
  could	
  reach	
  one	
  at	
  a	
  time.	
  By	
  following	
  Jesus	
  and	
  
watching	
  His	
  reach,	
  truths	
  emerge	
  to	
  help	
  us	
  respond	
  to	
  those	
  in	
  need	
  of	
  rescue.	
  	
  

Jesus	
  reached	
  for	
  rejects.	
  	
  

Look	
  below	
  at	
  Matthew	
  9:13,	
  26.	
  	
  Find	
  3	
  words	
  that	
  describe	
  the	
  people	
  Jesus	
  came	
  for:	
  	
  

1)__________________,	
  2)____________________,	
  3)____________________	
  

	
  “…	
  	
  For	
  I	
  came	
  not	
  to	
  call	
  the	
  righteous,	
  but	
  sinners	
  …	
  When	
  he	
  saw	
  the	
  crowds,	
  he	
  had	
  compassion	
  for	
  them,	
  because	
  
they	
  were	
  harassed	
  and	
  helpless,	
  like	
  sheep	
  without	
  a	
  shepherd.”	
  

Jesus	
  came	
  for	
  rejects.	
  	
  In	
  the	
  mind	
  of	
  many	
  people	
  in	
  developed	
  countries,	
  “rejects”	
  mean	
  people	
  who	
  are	
  poor,	
  
jobless,	
  and	
  uneducated.	
  There	
  were	
  certainly	
  people	
  in	
  the	
  crowd	
  who	
  fit	
  that	
  description,	
  but	
  Jesus	
  felt	
  compassion	
  
for	
  more	
  than	
  that.	
  What	
  do	
  we	
  know	
  about	
  “sinners?”	
  

“But	
  he	
  was	
  pierced	
  for	
  our	
  transgressions;	
  he	
  was	
  crushed	
  for	
  our	
  iniquities;	
  upon	
  him	
  was	
  the	
  chastisement	
  that	
  
brought	
  us	
  peace,	
  and	
  with	
  his	
  wounds	
  we	
  are	
  healed.	
  All	
  we	
  like	
  sheep	
  have	
  gone	
  astray;	
  we	
  have	
  turned—every	
  one—
to	
  his	
  own	
  way;	
  and	
  the	
  LORD	
  has	
  laid	
  on	
  him	
  the	
  iniquity	
  of	
  us	
  all.”	
  (Isaiah	
  53:5-­‐6)	
  

Ø How	
  many	
  of	
  us	
  have	
  “gone	
  astray?”	
  	
  
Ø How	
  many	
  of	
  us	
  have	
  turned	
  “to	
  his	
  own	
  way?”	
  
Ø What	
  brought	
  us	
  peace?	
  	
  
Ø What	
  healed	
  us?	
  	
  

We	
  are	
  all	
  sinners,	
  harassed,	
  helpless,	
  and	
  in	
  need	
  of	
  a	
  shepherd.	
  Because	
  of	
  our	
  sin,	
  we	
  are	
  all	
  rejects.	
  	
  Jesus	
  
didn’t	
  heal	
  or	
  help	
  everyone	
  He	
  met	
  on	
  earth,	
  though	
  He	
  saw	
  the	
  multitudes	
  and	
  felt	
  compassion	
  for	
  them.	
  
How	
  did	
  He	
  choose	
  whom	
  to	
  help?	
  	
  

Jesus	
  reached	
  for	
  those	
  reaching	
  for	
  Him.	
  	
  

Find	
  the	
  common	
  thread	
  shared	
  by	
  people	
  Jesus	
  helped	
  on	
  earth.	
  	
  



Ø Read	
  Mark	
  6:53-­‐56	
  –	
  
o Who	
  were	
  the	
  people	
  imploring	
  Jesus	
  and	
  trying	
  to	
  touch	
  just	
  the	
  fringe	
  of	
  his	
  robe?	
  	
  
o What	
  physical	
  need	
  did	
  Jesus	
  meet?	
  

	
  
Ø Read	
  John	
  4:14	
  –	
  	
  

o What	
  brought	
  the	
  Samaritan	
  woman	
  to	
  the	
  well?	
  	
  
o What	
  need	
  did	
  Jesus	
  meet	
  in	
  her	
  that	
  day?	
  	
  

	
  
Ø Read	
  Matthew	
  14:14-­‐21	
  –	
  	
  

o What	
  need	
  did	
  the	
  disciples	
  recognize	
  in	
  the	
  crowds	
  who	
  followed	
  Jesus	
  to	
  the	
  desolate	
  place?	
  
o When	
  this	
  same	
  story	
  is	
  told	
  in	
  John	
  6,	
  see	
  what	
  Jesus	
  tells	
  the	
  people	
  the	
  next	
  day	
  about	
  their	
  

TRUE	
  need.	
  	
  John	
  6:33-­‐35	
  
	
  

Ø Read	
  Matthew	
  14:30-­‐32	
  –	
  
o What	
  did	
  Peter	
  feel	
  that	
  caused	
  him	
  to	
  cry	
  out,	
  “Lord,	
  save	
  me”?	
  
o Though	
  Peter’s	
  faith	
  was	
  still	
  small,	
  what	
  did	
  he	
  discover	
  when	
  Jesus	
  reached	
  for	
  him?	
  

Jesus	
  reached	
  for	
  those	
  reaching	
  for	
  Him,	
  and	
  that	
  included	
  the	
  sick,	
  the	
  thirsty,	
  the	
  hungry.	
  	
  These	
  are	
  all	
  
physical	
  conditions,	
  but	
  Jesus	
  knew	
  their	
  physical	
  needs	
  exposed	
  greater	
  spiritual	
  needs.	
  When	
  Peter	
  felt	
  
afraid,	
  he	
  started	
  to	
  sink.	
  As	
  each	
  helpless	
  person	
  came	
  to	
  Jesus,	
  their	
  faith	
  made	
  them	
  well	
  and	
  saved	
  them.	
  	
  
Meeting	
  obvious	
  needs	
  of	
  the	
  body	
  opens	
  doors	
  to	
  meet	
  the	
  not-­‐so-­‐obvious	
  needs	
  of	
  the	
  heart.	
  	
  

“Jesus	
  said	
  to	
  them,	
  ‘I	
  am	
  the	
  bread	
  of	
  life;	
  whoever	
  comes	
  to	
  me	
  shall	
  not	
  hunger;	
  and	
  whoever	
  believes	
  in	
  me	
  
shall	
  never	
  thirst’”	
  (John	
  6:35).	
  	
  	
  

Ø Jesus	
  reached	
  whoever	
  _________________	
  to	
  Him	
  and	
  whoever	
  _______________	
  	
  in	
  Him.	
  	
  (2	
  verbs)	
  

Who	
  around	
  you	
  is	
  searching,	
  asking,	
  wondering,	
  needing,	
  reaching	
  for	
  Jesus?	
  	
  Like	
  the	
  crowds	
  who	
  went	
  after	
  
Jesus,	
  people	
  may	
  first	
  know	
  they’re	
  hurting,	
  hungry,	
  thirsty,	
  and	
  desperate,	
  but	
  as	
  their	
  needs	
  are	
  met,	
  they	
  
discover	
  the	
  real	
  answer	
  to	
  their	
  need	
  for	
  peace	
  and	
  healing:	
  	
  the	
  Bread	
  of	
  Life.	
  	
  

Jesus	
  calls	
  us	
  to	
  reach	
  people	
  who	
  are	
  ready.	
  	
  

Ø What	
  is	
  “the	
  field?”	
  	
  Matthew	
  13:38	
  
Ø What’s	
  the	
  condition	
  of	
  the	
  field?	
  	
  John	
  4:35	
  
Ø What’s	
  the	
  problem	
  in	
  the	
  harvest?	
  	
  Luke	
  10:2	
  

	
  
Ø Jesus	
  directed	
  His	
  disciples	
  to	
  meet	
  Him	
  on	
  the	
  Mount	
  of	
  Olives;	
  He	
  was	
  going	
  to	
  return	
  to	
  heaven,	
  but	
  

He	
  first	
  He	
  gave	
  them	
  the	
  answer	
  to	
  our	
  question	
  today.	
  He	
  was	
  going	
  to	
  tell	
  them	
  who	
  to	
  reach.	
  
	
  

“Now	
  the	
  eleven	
  disciples	
  went	
  to	
  Galilee,	
  to	
  the	
  mountain	
  to	
  which	
  Jesus	
  had	
  directed	
  them.	
  And	
  when	
  they	
  saw	
  him	
  
they	
  worshiped	
  him,	
  but	
  some	
  doubted.	
  And	
  Jesus	
  came	
  and	
  said	
  to	
  them,	
  ‘All	
  authority	
  in	
  heaven	
  and	
  on	
  earth	
  has	
  been	
  
given	
  to	
  me.	
  Go	
  therefore	
  and	
  make	
  disciples	
  of	
  all	
  nations,	
  baptizing	
  them	
  in	
  the	
  name	
  of	
  the	
  Father	
  and	
  of	
  the	
  Son	
  and	
  
of	
  the	
  Holy	
  Spirit,	
  	
  teaching	
  them	
  to	
  observe	
  all	
  that	
  I	
  have	
  commanded	
  you.	
  And	
  behold,	
  I	
  am	
  with	
  you	
  always,	
  to	
  the	
  
end	
  of	
  the	
  age’”	
  (Matthew	
  28:16-­‐20).	
  	
  



Ø As	
  the	
  one	
  who	
  has	
  “all	
  authority	
  in	
  heaven	
  and	
  on	
  earth,”	
  Jesus	
  could	
  tell	
  them	
  who	
  to	
  reach	
  for.	
  
Whom	
  did	
  He	
  tell	
  them	
  to	
  “go”	
  to?	
  _____________________________	
  

There	
  it	
  is.	
  	
  That’s	
  who	
  we	
  reach.	
  	
  His	
  small	
  band	
  of	
  followers	
  must’ve	
  felt	
  like	
  I	
  do	
  sometimes:	
  	
  overwhelmed	
  
at	
  the	
  size	
  of	
  the	
  task.	
  When	
  looking	
  at	
  multiple	
  “drowning”	
  people,	
  we	
  know	
  we	
  can’t	
  reach	
  them	
  all,	
  and	
  we	
  
aren’t	
  sure	
  who	
  to	
  grab	
  first.	
  Look	
  back	
  at	
  what	
  Jesus	
  said	
  in	
  the	
  last	
  sentence	
  of	
  Matthew	
  28.	
  	
  

Ø What	
  was	
  going	
  to	
  comfort	
  the	
  followers	
  of	
  Jesus	
  when	
  He	
  was	
  no	
  longer	
  physically	
  on	
  earth?	
  
	
  

The	
  disciples	
  still	
  had	
  questions.	
  They	
  wanted	
  to	
  know	
  when	
  the	
  “reaching”	
  would	
  be	
  complete.	
  Jesus	
  told	
  
them	
  that	
  the	
  timing	
  of	
  that	
  isn’t	
  for	
  us	
  to	
  know,	
  but	
  we’re	
  to	
  keep	
  reaching	
  people	
  until	
  that	
  time	
  comes.	
  In	
  
fact,	
  He	
  wanted	
  them	
  (and	
  us)	
  to	
  know	
  that	
  we	
  would	
  receive	
  the	
  power	
  we	
  need	
  to	
  reach	
  into	
  the	
  waves	
  of	
  a	
  
sinful	
  world	
  and	
  grab	
  hold	
  of	
  those	
  in	
  need	
  of	
  rescue.	
  Look	
  at	
  what	
  He	
  said:	
  

He	
  said	
  to	
  them,	
  “It	
  is	
  not	
  for	
  you	
  to	
  know	
  times	
  or	
  seasons	
  that	
  the	
  Father	
  has	
  fixed	
  by	
  his	
  own	
  authority.	
  But	
  you	
  will	
  
receive	
  power	
  when	
  the	
  Holy	
  Spirit	
  has	
  come	
  upon	
  you,	
  and	
  you	
  will	
  be	
  my	
  witnesses	
  in	
  Jerusalem	
  and	
  in	
  all	
  Judea	
  and	
  
Samaria,	
  and	
  to	
  the	
  end	
  of	
  the	
  earth”	
  (Acts	
  1:7-­‐8).	
  	
  

Ø What	
  added	
  power	
  did	
  God	
  give	
  to	
  His	
  witnesses,	
  so	
  they	
  can	
  reach	
  out	
  to	
  the	
  lost?	
  	
  
Ø Right	
  before	
  Jesus	
  ascended	
  into	
  heaven,	
  He	
  gave	
  a	
  specific	
  strategy	
  for	
  reaching.	
  Where	
  are	
  the	
  

people	
  we	
  are	
  to	
  reach	
  for?	
  	
  
o J_______________,	
  J_________________,	
  S__________________,	
  ____________________	
  
o Jesus	
  wants	
  us	
  to	
  reach	
  people	
  close	
  to	
  home,	
  in	
  our	
  region,	
  and	
  in	
  all	
  the	
  earth.	
  	
  

	
  
Ø After	
  the	
  departure	
  of	
  Jesus	
  and	
  the	
  commission	
  to	
  reach	
  everywhere,	
  the	
  disciples	
  got	
  on	
  their	
  knees	
  

and	
  “were	
  devoting	
  themselves	
  to	
  prayer”	
  (v.14).	
  	
  	
  	
  

The	
  harvest	
  is	
  ready.	
  

o The	
  size	
  of	
  the	
  task	
  demands	
  prayer.	
  People	
  prayed	
  together	
  about	
  the	
  need	
  to	
  reach.	
  
o The	
  size	
  of	
  the	
  task	
  demands	
  planning.	
  	
  People	
  worked	
  cooperatively	
  about	
  how	
  to	
  reach.	
  

Who	
  should	
  I	
  reach?	
  	
  

v Reach	
  for	
  the	
  rejects.	
  
v Reach	
  for	
  those	
  reaching	
  for	
  Jesus.	
  	
  
v Reach	
  for	
  those	
  who	
  are	
  ready.	
  

Sometimes	
  I	
  walk	
  through	
  my	
  Jerusalem	
  and	
  feel	
  overwhelmed.	
  I	
  pass	
  by	
  a	
  home	
  where	
  I	
  know	
  an	
  
elderly	
  woman	
  sits	
  by	
  the	
  bedside	
  of	
  her	
  invalid	
  husband.	
  I	
  think	
  about	
  the	
  single	
  mom	
  coming	
  home	
  each	
  
night	
  to	
  an	
  empty	
  house.	
  I	
  overhear	
  an	
  arguing	
  couple.	
  I	
  hope	
  for	
  a	
  conversation	
  with	
  the	
  lady	
  who	
  
worships	
  a	
  false	
  god.	
  I	
  look	
  into	
  the	
  sin-­‐waves	
  around	
  my	
  house,	
  and	
  I	
  see	
  a	
  group	
  of	
  drowning	
  people.	
  	
  

	
  

	
  



Sometimes	
  I	
  walk	
  through	
  my	
  city,	
  my	
  Judea	
  and	
  Samaria,	
  and	
  I	
  wonder	
  where	
  to	
  begin.	
  Men	
  and	
  boys	
  	
  
gather	
  on	
  the	
  corner,	
  	
  beside	
  cars	
  with	
  black	
  windows	
  that	
  hide	
  the	
  exchange	
  of	
  drugs.	
  A	
  homeless	
  woman	
  
wanders	
  out	
  of	
  the	
  alley,	
  pushing	
  her	
  cart	
  packed	
  with	
  meager	
  things,	
  and	
  she’s	
  hungry	
  in	
  more	
  ways	
  than	
  
one.	
  A	
  woman	
  I	
  know	
  returns	
  to	
  drugs,	
  because	
  she’s	
  scared	
  of	
  what	
  life	
  looks	
  like	
  without	
  them.	
  When	
  I	
  
lift	
  my	
  eyes	
  and	
  “look,”	
  I	
  see	
  so	
  many	
  drowning	
  people.	
  	
  

When	
  I	
  lived	
  in	
  a	
  city	
  of	
  16	
  million,	
  I	
  saw	
  miles	
  of	
  shacks	
  pieced	
  together	
  from	
  cardboard	
  and	
  scrap	
  
metal,	
  shelters	
  for	
  more	
  people	
  than	
  I	
  could	
  ever	
  meet.	
  Naked	
  toddlers	
  played	
  on	
  our	
  roadside,	
  while	
  
rag-­‐clad	
  	
  children	
  rubbed	
  the	
  windows	
  of	
  my	
  car,	
  asking	
  for	
  something	
  to	
  satisfy	
  their	
  hunger	
  and	
  their	
  
thirst,	
  something	
  to	
  heal	
  their	
  diseases	
  and	
  comfort	
  their	
  fears.	
  	
  It	
  was	
  a	
  black	
  hole	
  of	
  physical	
  need	
  that	
  
could	
  never	
  all	
  be	
  met,	
  and	
  I	
  was	
  tempted	
  not	
  to	
  even	
  try.	
  	
  Every	
  day	
  I	
  asked	
  myself,	
  “Who	
  do	
  I	
  reach?”	
  

Jesus	
  came	
  for	
  all,	
  and	
  He	
  wants	
  us	
  to	
  reach	
  for	
  all	
  nations.	
  He	
  doesn’t	
  want	
  us	
  to	
  reach	
  in	
  our	
  own	
  
strength,	
  so	
  He	
  gave	
  us	
  His	
  Spirit	
  to	
  empower	
  and	
  help	
  us.	
  He’ll	
  show	
  us	
  the	
  one	
  drowning	
  person	
  to	
  reach	
  
for	
  and	
  give	
  us	
  the	
  strength	
  to	
  stand	
  firm	
  while	
  we	
  grab	
  them	
  and	
  draw	
  them	
  to	
  the	
  Savior.	
  Then,	
  He	
  
wants	
  us	
  to	
  carefully	
  walk	
  the	
  jagged	
  jetty	
  back	
  to	
  the	
  drowning	
  people	
  in	
  the	
  world	
  to	
  grab	
  one	
  more	
  and	
  
one	
  more	
  and	
  one	
  more.	
  	
  

It	
  can	
  be	
  overwhelming	
  to	
  attempt	
  to	
  reach	
  so	
  many.	
  The	
  fisherman	
  on	
  the	
  storm	
  battered	
  jetty	
  of	
  my	
  
childhood	
  could’ve	
  looked	
  at	
  the	
  five	
  helpless	
  people	
  and	
  concluded	
  he	
  could	
  never	
  reach	
  us	
  all.	
  	
  He	
  
could’ve	
  stayed	
  on	
  the	
  beach	
  and	
  talked	
  with	
  the	
  onlookers	
  about	
  the	
  terrible	
  loss	
  of	
  life	
  and	
  the	
  
unavoidable	
  tragedy.	
  But	
  he	
  didn’t.	
  	
  He	
  left	
  his	
  own	
  comfort	
  behind,	
  he	
  ventured	
  out,	
  he	
  started	
  reaching,	
  
and	
  he	
  didn’t	
  stop	
  until	
  we	
  all	
  stood	
  on	
  the	
  beach,	
  shaking	
  and	
  bloody	
  and	
  grateful.	
  	
  Saved.	
  	
  	
  

	
  

You	
  are	
  ready.	
  	
  

You	
  are	
  set.	
  	
  

Now	
  start	
  with	
  the	
  closest	
  one,	
  and	
  keep	
  reaching.	
  	
  

	
  

Questions	
  to	
  ready	
  yourself:	
  

• How	
  am	
  I	
  praying	
  about	
  the	
  reach	
  of	
  the	
  gospel	
  to	
  my	
  Jerusalem,	
  Judea,	
  Samaria	
  and	
  the	
  world?	
  
• How	
  well	
  do	
  I	
  know	
  the	
  places	
  I’m	
  commissioned	
  to	
  reach?	
  	
  
• What	
  am	
  I	
  doing	
  to	
  understand	
  my	
  Jerusalem,	
  Judea,	
  Samaria,	
  and	
  my	
  world	
  better?	
  	
  
• What	
  plan	
  am	
  I	
  part	
  of,	
  or	
  can	
  I	
  join,	
  so	
  that	
  I	
  am	
  engaged	
  in	
  a	
  strategy	
  of	
  reach?	
  	
  
• Who	
  is	
  closest	
  to	
  me	
  and	
  in	
  need	
  of	
  Jesus?	
  	
  

	
  (You	
  might	
  want	
  to	
  reflect	
  on	
  these	
  in	
  a	
  journal,	
  discuss	
  them	
  with	
  a	
  team	
  you’re	
  a	
  part	
  of,	
  or	
  share	
  them	
  
with	
  a	
  friend.)	
  

	
  



A	
  Prayer	
  to	
  set	
  your	
  heart:	
  

Dear	
  God,	
  	
  

Thank	
  you	
  for	
  sending	
  me	
  a	
  Savior	
  when	
  I	
  was	
  lost	
  and	
  in	
  need	
  of	
  rescue.	
  	
  I	
  know	
  that	
  without	
  You,	
  I	
  am	
  
hungry,	
  diseased,	
  thirsty,	
  and	
  afraid.	
  	
  Through	
  Your	
  Spirit,	
  help	
  me	
  to	
  see	
  those	
  in	
  need	
  of	
  You,	
  and	
  help	
  me	
  to	
  
have	
  the	
  boldness	
  I	
  need	
  to	
  move	
  toward	
  them.	
  As	
  I	
  reach	
  for	
  them,	
  help	
  me	
  hold	
  firmly	
  to	
  You	
  and	
  to	
  lead	
  
them	
  to	
  You,	
  instead	
  of	
  trying	
  to	
  be	
  their	
  Savior	
  myself.	
  Keep	
  my	
  heart	
  fresh	
  with	
  a	
  burden	
  for	
  lost	
  people,	
  and	
  
help	
  me	
  not	
  to	
  turn	
  away,	
  as	
  if	
  it’s	
  not	
  my	
  problem.	
  If	
  it	
  pleases	
  You,	
  Lord,	
  use	
  me	
  to	
  reach	
  many	
  more	
  people	
  
for	
  You.	
  	
  

Other	
  verses	
  to	
  learn	
  more	
  about	
  what	
  all	
  people	
  share:	
  
John	
  6:22-­‐40	
  
Acts	
  20:24	
  


